Decision No. C97-497

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

CASE NO. 6396

in the matter of the designation of ELECTRIC UTILITY transmission FACILITIES and electric utility generation FACILITIES for which an APPLICATION to obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity is required, or the filing of a formal DETERMINATION That no certificate is required.

order granting petition for Variance

Mailed Date:  May 20, 1997

Adopted Date:  May 14, 1997

I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Petition for Variance from Rule 18, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-3, filed by Public Service Com-pany of Colorado ("Public Service" or "Company") on May 1, 1997.
  The Petition essentially requests that we grant the Company an extension of time to file its annual schedule of proposed new construction and extension of electric facilities.  Good cause having been stated, we will grant the request for extension of time.

2. Pursuant to Rule 18, Public Service is required to file with the Commission, on or before April 30 of each year, a schedule of proposed new construction and extensions of electric generation and transmission facilities for the next three years.  Commission Staff, under the rule, is required to make certain recommendations to the Commission within 30 days of the Company's filing.  Within 60 days of the filing by Public Service, the Commission would issue its decision as to whether certificates of public convenience and necessity ("CPCNs") are required for specific projects, or whether the Company is required to file applications for formal determinations that no CPCNs are required.

3. The Instant Petition states that, due to the pending merger with Southwestern Public Service Company and con-sequent reorganizing and restaffing of its workforce, the Company is unable to complete the Rule 18 filing by April 30, 1997.  Therefore, the Company requests that it be granted an extension of time to May 15, 1997 within which to make the required filing.

4. Good cause having been stated, we will grant the Petition.  Public Service is directed to submit its Rule 18 filing on or before May 15, 1997.  Commission Staff shall submit its recommendations to the Commission regarding the Company's filing on or before June 11, 1997.

II. ORDER:

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Variance from Rule 18, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on May 1, 1997 is granted.

2. This docket is closed.

3. This order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING May 14, 1997

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



    � The Company filed its request in Docket No. 97V-197E pursuant to the provisions of Rule 59, 4 CCR 723-1.  Since the Petition does not request a waiver of "substantive" Commission rules, we construe it as a motion for extension of time under Case No. 6396.
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