Decision No. C97-473

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-096E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF TRI-STATE GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION ASSOCIATION, INC., P.O. BOX 33695, DENVER, COLORADO, 80233, FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF ITS INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN

Commission Order APPROVING Application

Mailed Date:  May 9, 1997

Adopted Date:  May 7, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the application filed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (“Tri-State”), for review and approval of its integrated resource plan (“IRP”).

2. Timely petitions for intervention in this docket were filed by the Colorado Business Alliance for Cooperative Utility Practices and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies.  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel filed a notice of inter-vention.  None of the interventions opposed the instant applica-tion, therefore, pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., the Commis-sion shall resolve this matter without a formal oral hearing.

3. The Commission Electric Integrated Resource Plann-ing Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-21-10.4, require cooperative electric generation and transmission associa-tions to file an IRP application with the Commission within 180 days from the conclusion of the public participation process.  Decision No. C97-328, mailed on April 1, 1997, closed Tri-State’s public participation docket because Tri-State had completed the public participation process required by the IRP Rules.

4. The Commission Electric Integrated Resource Plann-ing Rules, 4 CCR 723-21-10.4, require cooperative electric gen-eration and transmission associations to file an electric demand and energy forecast, an evaluation of existing supply-side resources and demand side savings, and the assessment of need for additional supply-side resources and demand side savings.  Now being duly advised in the matter, the Commission finds that Tri-State has complied with the applicable requirements of the Com-mission’s IRP Rules.

5. Since the Commission’s IRP Rules do not require Tri-State to comply with the competitive resource acquisition procedures in Rule 9, Tri-State will not receive any certificates of public convenience and necessity (“CPCNs”) nor will the shift-ing of the burden of going forward described in 4 CCR 723-21-10.5 occur.  Tri-State will, however, continue to be required to ini-tiate formal CPCN procedures with the Commission.  Pursuant to Rule 10.6, when Tri-State seeks a CPCN with the Commission, it will be required to demonstrate proof of compliance with appli-cable federal requirements relating to the competitive solicita-tion and acquisition of resources, and that such requirements are an adequate substitute for the competitive resource acquisition process contained in the IRP Rules.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The interventions of the Colorado Business Alli-ance for Cooperative Utility Practices and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies are granted.

2. The application by Tri-State Generation and Trans-mission Association, Inc., for review and approval of its inte-grated resource plan is granted. 

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING May 7, 1997.
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