Decision No. C97-435

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97R-178T

in the matter of proposed rules regarding the intrastate discount and procedures for providing telecommunications services to schools, libraries, and rural health care providers pursuant to section 254 of the telecommunications act of 1996 and Sections 49-15-502 (4) and (5) c.r.s.

notice of proposed rulemaking

Mailed Date:   April 25, 1997

Adopted Date:  April 22, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission hereby gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding the intrastate dis-count and procedures for providing telecommunications services to schools, libraries, and rural health care providers pursuant to § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and §§ 40-15-502(4) and (5), C.R.S.

2. The intent of this rulemaking proceeding is:  1) to determine the amount of discount from retail prices that telecommunications providers will offer to Colorado schools and libraries when the schools and libraries order basic and advanced telecommunications services; 2) to establish the process and pro-cedures to be used by the State Administrator, schools, libraries, and telecommunications providers for collecting, applying for, and receiving funds from the federal mechanisms to support this program; and 3) to consider comments and specific rule language suggested by any interested person in order to establish these rules.

Notably, in this proposed rulemaking, the Commis-sion intends to establish rules that protect the public interest; enable the schools and libraries, and thus all of Colorado’s citizens to position themselves to receive the greatest benefit possible from the federal program and opportunities and assist providers in Colorado to receive compensation for the discount from the federal mechanisms as efficiently as possible.

The statutory authority for this rulemaking includes §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-102, 40-15-502(4), and 40-15-502(5), C.R.S.; and § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

The rules resulting from this process are meant to apply to all providers offering telecommunications services in the State of Colorado.

The comments and suggested specific rule language should address the issues raised in:

the attached “Interim Report of the Colorado High Cost Fund (CHCF) Task Force to the Colorado Public Utilities Commission Concerning the Universal Service Discount Program for Schools, Libraries and Rural Healthcare Providers” dated April 14, 1997;

the proposal from the “Colorado Library, Education and Healthcare Telecommunications Coalition” (Colorado LEHTC) included in the CHCF Task Force’s Interim Report;

the statements of opinions from Colorado’s telecommunications providers, also included in the Task Force’s Report; and 

the Federal Communications Commission’s Rules on Universal Service and the mechanisms supporting § 254, to be released no later than May 8, 1997.

Interested persons are encouraged to submit writ-ten comments by May 30, 1997. 

In the interest of completing action on this mat-ter by early August, in time to allow the schools to place orders for telecommunications facilities before the September 1997 start of the 1997-98 school year, an Administrative Law Judge will be assigned to develop a record on this matter, and hold hearings on the proposed rules.  The hearings will be held in Hearing Room A, Office Level 2 (OL2), Logan Tower, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the May 10, 1997 edition of The Colorado Register.  At the time of filing with the Secretary of State, this Notice shall also be filed with the Office of Regulatory Reform.

Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held beginning at:

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

DATE:
June 17, 1997

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Administrative Law Judge deems oral comments unnecessary.

Interested persons may file written comments in this Docket before hearing.  The Commission requests that any prefiled comments be submitted by May 30, 1997.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING April 22, 1997.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________




R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
ABSENT, BUT CONCURRING.
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