Decision No. C97-352

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-531E

In the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the anderson-divide 69/115kv upgrade project.

decision denying reconsideration,
reargument, or rehearing

Mailed Date:  April 4, 1997

Adopted Date:  April 2, 1997  

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for ruling on the application for reconsideration, reargument, or rehearing (“RRR”) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “the Company”) to Commission Decision No. C97-198.  In that decision, the Commission determined that a certificate of public convenience and necessity was not required for the Anderson-Divide 115 kV Upgrade Project.

2. Public Service filed RRR contests paragraph 7 of Decision No. C97-198, which paragraph provides:

Since it appears that the Anderson-Divide 115 kV trans-mission line shall primarily benefit IREA as a whole-sale customer, only the amount, if any, that is used and useful by Public Service retail customers shall be allowed in the PUC jurisdictional rate base.  The PUC jurisdictional rate base amount shall be determined in future proceedings such as earnings tests and rate cases.

B. Discussion

1. Public Service requests that the Commission delete paragraph 7 from Decision No. C97-198.  Since the Anderson-Divide 115 kV Upgrade Project will not be a radial feed line, Public Service considers this project as part of its central system net-work.  Public Service states that paragraph 7 implies use of a cost allocation method different than the 12 coincident peak cost allocation method it normally uses for jurisdictional allocation of the central system network.  Further, Public Service believes that paragraph 7 suggests that the Commission has determined that the Anderson-Divide 115 kV transmission line should be directly assigned to the wholesale jurisdiction.

2. The Commission has not made any decisions regard-ing the jurisdictional cost allocation method that shall be used or the amount that shall be allowed in the PUC jurisdictional rate base for the Anderson-Divide 115 kV transmission line.  Paragraph 7 states that the PUC jurisdictional rate base amount for the transmission line shall be determined in future proceed-ings.  Since this language was not intended to imply that the Commission had prejudged or made any decision with respect to the jurisdictional allocation of the Anderson-Divide 115 kV transmis-sion line, we will deny the Company’s request to delete para-graph 7.

3. In the application for RRR, Public Service also requests a hearing be set if the Commission believes it is neces-sary to determine the jurisdictional allocation of the Anderson-Divide 115 kV Upgrade Project at this time.  We deny this request for hearing and reiterate that the jurisdictional allocation shall be determined in future proceedings.     


II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The request for reconsideration filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is denied.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING April 2, 1997.
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