Decision No. C97-318

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 94C-587T

in the matter of the investigation into violations of rules regulating TELECOMMUNICATIONS service providers and telephone UTILITIES (4 ccr 273-2) by u s west communications, inc.

decision and order

Mailed Date:  March 28, 1997

Adopted Date:  March 26, 1997

I. by the commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") to further implement the recommendations of the Advisory Group for Telecommunications Projects (the "Advisory Group") concerning the distribution by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), of approximately $5.3 million.  The substance of this docket, the ensuing stipula-tion and settlement agreement ("the "Agreement"), the formation of the Advisory Group, and the parameters for distributing the money to selected telecommunications projects are fully described in Decision Nos. C95-1037, C95-1211, C95-1235, C95-1274, C96-43, and C96-1113.

2. Among the duties of the Advisory Group was the duty to prioritize the telecommunications project proposals.  The Advisory Group ranked 34 projects.

3. At the time the Advisory Group submitted its recommendation on September 18, 1995, approximately $4.7 million was available for distribution.  The Advisory Group's recommended priority ranking allowed for the immediate funding of the 23 highest ranking proposals.  Since the Agreement provided for the possibility of USWC making additional payments into the fund through December 31, 1995, the Advisory Group recommended that funding of the 11 remaining projects it had ranked occur in the future.

4. Projects 24 through 34 are as follows:


ID

ORGANIZATION NAME



REQUEST

1068

Colorado State University

$497,768


1203

Colorado Springs Fine Arts




  Center





  $4,000


1019

Northglenn High School


$150,000


1127

Five Points Media Center




  Corporation




$373,671


1136

St. Mary's Hospital/St. Mary's




  Family Pract. Residency Prog.
$628,660


1075

Denver Public Library


$258,119


1164

Fremont County Department of

 


  Social Services



 $61,470


1156

Pikes Peak Library District

$135,000


1101

Pikes Peak Community College

$194,950


1204

Pikes Peak Library District

$190,000


1174

Western Rockies Regional 




  Health Information Network,




  Inc.





$720,000



5.
Upon information and belief, and allowing for sav-ings, both actual and projected, and deductions for authorized prudent administration costs, $1,039,759 remains available for distribution.  The projects set forth above should receive disbursements in their ranked order until remaining funds are exhausted.  It is expected that the process for distributing money to the first four organizations listed above shall commence immediately.  To the extent the funds remaining are insufficient to fully fund the next project, an attempt should be made to fund that project within the guidelines set forth in Decision No. C95-1037, and in particular Paragraph I.B.2.f. of that decision.



6.
All disbursements made pursuant to this Decision shall comply fully with all provisions set forth in Decision No. C95-1037, as modified and clarified in subsequent decisions.  Thus, USWC shall continue to adhere to approved administrative expense limitations and add savings realized in the actual imple-mentation of projects back to the total pool of funds.  Likewise, all reporting requirements imposed on USWC in this docket remain in full force and effect.

II. 
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposals of the 11 organizations listed above are approved in the identified amounts.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall immediately commence the process for distributing funds to these projects to the extent that money is presently available.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., is ordered to disburse funds to the selected project recipients in accordance with writ-ten agreements to be entered into by and between U S WEST Commu-nications, Inc., and the above-listed recipients, as more fully described in Decision No. C95-1037, as modified and clarified by later decisions in this docket.

2. U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall enter into agreements to implement and complete the proposed projects with each of these organizations within a reasonable period of time.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING March 26, 1997.
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