Decision No. C97-303


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-103T


in the matter of the application and final recommendation OF the numbering plan administrator for relief of the 303 area code.


decision noticing filing of APPLICATION and HEARING, including first procedural order


Mailed Date:   March 26, 1997


Adopted Date:  March 12, 1997


to all interested persons, firms, or corporations


Introduction


You are notified that this application was filed on March 5, 1997 with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission by the Numbering Plan Administrator for a determination of the spe-cific form of relief for the 303 area code.  Persons receiving this notice and procedural order include, but are not limited to, telecommunications entities, tourism and trade associations, and local governments.


The Numbering Plan Administrator of Colorado proj-ects that relief for the 303 area code is necessary in the imme-diate future.  The Numbering Plan Administrator projects that exhaust of all available central office codes (which is the prefix (NXX) to one's local telephone number NXX-YYYY) in the 303 area code, will occur during the third quarter of 1998 barring unfore-seen demands for new codes.  No type of relief would change exist-ing local calling areas, i.e., those local areas in which one can place toll-free calls; however, it may change the number of digits one must dial to place a local call.


The Number Plan Administrator believes that the following three options are the most viable:


(1) Single Area Code Split:  A single new area code introduced in the areas outside of a core area which incorporates most of the City and County of Denver plus the "Southeast Corridor" along Interstate 25 in Arapahoe County.  Central office codes in the core area would retain the 303 area code designation, as would central office codes assigned for cellular and wireless personal communications services (PCS) in locations outside of the core area which are existing at the time of relief.  Customers outside of the core area would be required to change the area code portion of their tele-phone numbers.  Under this plan, calls between the core area and the outside area would require ten-digit dial-ing, while calls within an area would require seven-digit dialing.  This method would provide relief until approximately January 1, 2003 for the core area (303) and until January 1, 2004 for the outside area (new area code).


(2) Double Area Code Split:  Two new area codes intro-duced in the areas outside of a core area which incor-porates most of the City and County of Denver. Central office codes in the core area would retain the 303 area code designation, as would central office codes assign-ed for cellular and wireless personal communications services (PCS) in locations outside of the core area which are existing at the time of relief.  One new area code ("East Area") would [be] comprise[d] of southern Jefferson County, Douglas, Arapahoe, and Elbert Coun-ties, most of Adams County (including Brighton), and most of that portion of Weld County currently served by the 303 area code.  The other new area ("West Area") would be comprised of Boulder, Gilpin, and Clear Creek Counties, most of Jefferson County, and parts of Park, western Adams, and southernmost Weld Counties.  All customers outside of the core area would be required to change the area code portion of their telephone numbers.  Under this plan, calls between areas would require ten-digit dialing, while calls within an area would require seven-digit dialing.  This method would provide relief until approximately January 1, 2005 for the East Area, and until January 1, 2006 for the core area (303) and the West Area.


(3) Overlay Area Code:  A single new area code intro-duced over the entire area currently served by the 303 area code.  The new area code would provide central office codes and numbers for growth demands only (new numbers, second lines, reconnects, etc.).  Current telephone numbers, including the area code designation, existing at the time of relief would not be changed in any manner.  At the time of relief, an attempt would be made to apportion unused central office codes remaining in the 303 area code between "new" telecommunications service providers.  Under this overlay plan, all calls would require ten-digit dialing.  This method would provide relief until approximately January 1, 2004.  Subsequent relief would be obtained by introducing additional new area codes over the entire area cur-rently served by the 303 area code in the same manner.


The Numbering Plan Administrator has recommended the overlay approach.


The application and its attached final recommendation of the Numbering Plan Administrator is avail-able for inspection at the Commission office located at 1580 Logan Street, OL2, Denver, Colorado 80203.  The Decision and the application are displayable and downloadable from http://www.puc.state.co.us/303areacode.html.


Applicant U S WEST Communications, Inc., has not pre-filed testimony and exhibits but is seeking an expedited Commission decision.  As of the date of this notice, Applicant has not waived the time limits for processing the application under § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. (1993).


�
Interventions and Comments


Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file his petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, within 20 days after the date of this notice, in this instance April 15, 1997.  This application will be processed in accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-1.  As a matter of right, Staff may intervene up to ten days after the date the application is deemed complete.  Only intervenors shall be served with material filed by parties following the expiration of the notice period.  Recipients of this Decision shall continue to receive all Commission orders and decisions issued in this docket.


If you do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, you may send written comments addressed to:  ATTN: Docket No. 97A-103T, Public Utilities Com-mission, Office Level 2 (OL2), Logan Tower, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado 80203.  Any person desiring only to file written comments shall do so on or before June 24, 1997.


The Commission shall also conduct "town" meetings during the pendency of this docket at dates, times, and locations to be announced in the near future with the intent of providing an additional opportunity for discussion pertaining to this docket.  These town meetings will not involve the taking of sworn testimony, and, therefore, will not be on the record.  It is our intent that the Staff of the Commission will prepare a report summarizing any comments pertaining to the issues in this docket for the purpose of submitting it into the record in this case.


Procedural Dates


The evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be conducted by the Commission and shall commence on:


DATE:	June 30, 1997


TIME:	8:30 a.m.


TIME:	Commission Hearing Room�	1580 Logan Street, OL2�	Denver, Colorado


If more than one hearing day is needed, then hearings shall be conducted on July 1 and 2, 1997.  Additionally, a prehearing conference shall be held on June 27, 1997 at 9:00 a.m.�


The Commission shall conduct a public testimony hearing:


DATE:	June 30, 1997


TIME:	between 4 and 6 p.m.


PLACE:	Commission Hearing Room�	1580 Logan Street, OL2�	Denver, Colorado


The public hearing will be an on-the-record proceeding with sworn testimony and an opportunity for the parties to cross-examine testifying witnesses.


Applicant, since it did not file its testimony, or a detailed summary of testimony, and copies of its exhibits with its application, shall file its testimony, or a detailed summary of testimony, and copies of its exhibits not later than 15 days after the date the application is deemed complete.  The Applicant shall file and serve its testimony, or a detailed summary of tes-timony, and copies of its exhibits in accordance with Rule 22(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is not a party or in accordance with Rule 7(b)(5) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is a party.


Each intervenor shall file and serve its tes-timony, or a detailed summary of testimony, and copies of its exhibits in accordance with the following schedule:


	Intervenor Testimony due�					May 23, 1997


�	Cross-Intervenor and Rebuttal


	  Testimony due						June 16, 1997





Filing and service shall be in accordance with Rule 22(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is not a party or in accor-dance with Rule 7(b)(5) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is a party.


Discovery


Each party filing testimony shall make available to all other parties, all workpapers supporting that testimony.  The workpapers shall be available upon the filing of that tes-timony with the Commission.


Discovery relating to Applicant's testimony shall be responded to within ten days of receipt, i.e., in accordance with Rule 77(b)(1) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, 4 CCR 723-1.  Discovery relating to intervenor testimony shall be responded to within seven calendar days of receipt.  Discovery relating to cross-intervenor and rebuttal testimony shall be responded to within five calendar days of receipt.


If the applicable due date for a discovery response falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the due date is extended to include the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.


Discovery objections pertaining to intervenor, cross-intervenor, or rebuttal testimony shall be filed with discovery responses.  As such, Rule 77(b)(3) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, shall be waived.


No discovery requests or responses shall be filed with the Commission or served upon the Commission's designated advisory staff.


All discovery disputes shall be referred to an administrative law judge of the Commission.


Other Matters


No witness will be permitted to testify and no exhibit will be received in evidence, except in rebuttal, unless filed and served as provided in this notice.


If a party does not meet the requirements of this notice, the Commission may dismiss the application or an inter-vention upon a motion filed by any other party, or upon the Com-mission's own motion, unless good cause for the failure to meet the requirements is shown.


No motion for continuance will be granted except upon a finding of extraordinary conditions.


At the time of this notice, the Commission has not deemed this application complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. (1993).


order


The Commission Orders That:


The procedural requirements discussed above are hereby adopted as the requirements for the present proceeding.


�
Consistent with the above discussion, hearings in this docket are set to commence:


DATE:	June 30, 1997


TIME:	8:30 a.m.


PLACE:	Commission Hearing Room A�	1580 Logan Street, OL2�	Denver, Colorado


Absent further order of this Commission moving the commencement of the hearing forward to June 27, 1997.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING March 12, 1997.
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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    � All potential parties are hereby informed that if the Commission believes a fourth day of hearing is necessary, then the prehearing conference shall be conducted on June 26, 1997 at 9:00 a.m. and the hearing shall then commence on June 27, 1997 at 8:30 a.m.  The Commission shall endeavor to issue any such notice rescheduling the hearing no later than June 12, 1997.


    �  This shall include U S WEST Communications, Inc., if it intervenes, as it is not a joint applicant.
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