Decision No. C97-286


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97M-117T


REPOSITORY DOCKET TO RECEIVE COMMENTS AND PROPOSED RULES REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF §§ 40-15-501 ET SEQ., C.R.S.


ORDER OPENING DOCKET


Mailed Date:  March 19, 1997


Adopted Date:  March 19, 1997


BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


The Commission hereby establishes this docket for the purpose of receiving comments from interested parties regard-ing rule modifications and proposals for new rules concerning the regulation of local exchange service during the transition to competition.  House Bill 1335 (“HB 1335”), §§ 40-15-501 et. seq., C.R.S., was adopted by the General Assembly in the 1995 legisla-tive session.  In that statute, the Legislature determined that competition in the market for basic local exchange service is in the public interest.  Consistent with that determination, HB 1335 directed the Commission to encourage competition in the basic local exchange market by adoption and implementation of appro-priate regulatory mechanisms to replace the regulatory framework which existed at that time.


In accordance with §§ 40-15-503 and 504, C.R.S., a working group comprised of providers and consumers of telecommu-nications services, representatives from the Governor’s Office, Commission Staff, and Legislative Staff, and other interested persons was established.  The working group developed proposed rules for consideration by the Commission to assist in imple-mentation of the legislative mandate that the local exchange market be open to competition, submitting its final report to the Commission on November 30, 1995.  As a result of the working group’s efforts, several rulemaking proceedings were established to adopt rules to implement HB 1335.  Additionally, Docket No. 95M-560T was opened for the purpose of receiving the final report of the working group, as well as additional information to be submitted by that group.   


There having been some time passed since the implementation of these rules, the Commission now wishes to review these rules and determine whether they meet the spirit of the statutory call for competition in the basic local exchange market.  To this end, the Commission invites all interested par-ties to submit comments on rules modifications and proposed rules to assist in this transition to competition.


Initially, the Commission requests that comments focus on the following items and include proposed language changes to the existing rules applicable to those items:


a. 	Cost allocation  - Rule 27


b.	Costing and pricing  - Rule 30


c. 	Price flexibility  - Rule 38


d. 	Rules of Practice and Procedure


     (1) 	General - Rules 1 and 2


	(2) 	USOA - Rule 25


	(3) 	Tariffs - Rules 40 and 41 [Rule 52]


	(4)	Reporting Requirements


f.	Eligible Telecommunications Carrier - 


     Rule 42-7.


ORDER


The Commission Orders That:


This docket is hereby established for the purpose of receiving comments from interested parties regarding rule modifications and proposals for new rules concerning the regula-tion of local exchange service during the transition to competi-tion.


Comments and proposed rules shall be filed in this docket by the close of business on April 9, 1997.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING March 19, 1997.
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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