Decision No. C97-246


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 96A-476E


IN The matter of the establishment of a public participation docket for the draft integrated resource plan submitted by westplains energy, a division of utilicorp united, inc.


order approving third party overseer


Mailed Date:  March 10, 1997


Adopted Date:  March 5, 1997


by the commission


Statement


This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Motion to Approve Third Party Overseer filed by WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United, Inc. (“WestPlains”), on February 24, 1997.  By previous order, we shortened the time in which interested parties could respond to the motion.  No responses have been received.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we grant the motion.


At the present time, WestPlains is in the process of formulating its electric Integrated Resource Plan in accor-dance with the Commission’s Integrated Resource Planning (“IRP”) Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-21.  The motion states that UtiliCorp United, Inc., WestPlains’ parent company, may “assist in meeting the electric capacity and energy need of WestPlains. . . .”  Because UtiliCorp may be involved in transactions leading to the acquisition of new resources by WestPlains, WestPlains has concluded that a third party overseer should be appointed to monitor the evaluation and modeling of bids as part of its competitive resource acquisition process.  See Rule 3.4.5, 4 CCR 723-21.


The motion requests that we approve the appoint-ment of Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. (“Burns & McDonnell”), as the third party overseer.  The motion included a statement of the experience and expertise of Burns & McDonnell, along with resumes of the specific individuals from Burns & McDonnell who would likely serve as the members of the overseer team.


We find that good clause for appointment of a third party overseer have been stated.  In addition, the motion states adequate grounds for the appointment of Burns & McDonnell as the third party overseer in this case.  Therefore, the motion will be approved.


order


The Commission Orders That:


The Motion to Approve Third Party Overseer filed by WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United, Inc., is granted.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING March 5, 1997.
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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