Decision No. C97-244


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 96S-290G


Re:  The investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by public service company of colorado with advice letter no. 509 -- gas, regarding two general rate schedule adjustments riders.


Decision Granting Rehearing


Mailed Date:  March 7, 1997


Adopted Date:  March 5, 1997


BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") upon receipt of the motion to schedule a supplemental hearing date filed by Public Service Com-pany of Colorado ("Public Service") on February 20, 1997.  This motion is incorporated in Public Service's application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration ("RRR") filed on the same date.  By Decision No. C97-236, response time was shortened to noon on March 4, 1997.  A response to this motion was filed the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC").�


In its motion, Public Service explains that a hearing is necessary to properly calculate the revenue change and rate riders approved by the Commission in this docket, specifi-cally those approved in Decision No. C97-118.  The hearing is required because the proper calculation, according to Public Service, requires consideration of accounting data not presently in the record.  In response, OCC argues that Public Service should not be permitted to offer new evidence or other data not now in the record.


The issues Public Service wishes to raise at a supplement hearing relate to the calculation of the transporta-tion rider after the elimination of the test period revenues attributable to the transportation discount customers and the calculation of the financing fees of Public Service Colorado Credit Corporation.  In addition, OCC takes issue with Public Service’s cash working capital calculation reflected in Public Service’s motion.  OCC believes that a cash-working capital need cannot be created by a negative expense with a negative cash working capital factor.  While it is true that Public Service has the burden of proof in this proceeding and that the present record is not clear on the three issues identified above, the Commission finds that a limited supplemental hearing on these three issues is in the public interest.  The Commission is also persuaded that a hearing should be conducted because these issues are primarily computational in nature.  At such a hearing, any other party shall be permitted an opportunity for cross-examina-tion and for presentation of their own witnesses.


In order to resolve these three outstanding issues in the most expeditious manner, the Commission finds the hearing should be conducted by an administrative law judge of the Commis-sion who shall prepare an Initial Commission Decision.  The Com-mission strongly suggests that Public Service provide its compu-tations (both inputs and outputs) in an electronically readable form to all parties of record and the Commission at least five business days prior to such hearing.�  The Commission finds such prefiling necessary so that the Commission and other parties may verify the computations and adequately prepare for the hearing.  Finally, parties are reminded that a transcript of the supple-mental hearing must be prepared in order for the Commission to consider this matter.


The Commission intends to issue its decision on the other matters raised in the first round of applications for RRR following its deliberations on the matters to be resolved at the hearing that is the subject of this Decision.  This will result in a combined decision resolving issues pending as of the date of this Decision.  Parties shall have 20 days from the effective date of that decision within which to file a second round of applications for RRR.


ORDER


The Commission Orders That:


The motion for scheduling of a supplemental hear-ing date filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted.  As such, the Commission grants rehearing in this matter.


The rehearing in this matter shall be limited to the following three issues: (1) calculation of the transportation rate rider; (2) calculation of cash working capital; and (3) calculation of the financing fees of Public Service Colorado Credit Corporation.


The rehearing shall be conducted by an administra-tive law judge of the Commission who shall prepare an Initial Commission Decision.  The rehearing shall be conducted at the first available opportunity.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING March 5, 1997.
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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    �  A response was also filed by K N Marketing, Inc. ("KNM"); how-ever, this "response" did not address Public Service's motion.  Instead KNM's "response" is more properly construed as a reply to Public Service's application for RRR.  Pursuant to Rule 22(b) of the Commission Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, such responsive pleadings are not permitted.  Therefore, the Commission gives no weight to KNM's response to Public Service's application for RRR. 


�  The Commission has the ability to read spreadsheets produced in Microsoft® Excel Version 5.0.





� PAGE �5�











