Decision No. C97-187

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96S-331T

RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY U S WEST Communications, Inc., WITH Advice Letter No. 2617, REGARDING TARIFFS FOR INTERCONNECTION, UNBUNDLING AND RESALE OF SERVICES.

ORDER GRANTING McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.'S late-filed PETITION TO INTERVENE

Mailed Date:  February 25, 1997

Adopted Date:  February 19, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

This docket comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Com-mission for consideration of McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.'s ("McLeodUSA") late-filed petition to intervene.  Having considered the same, the petition will be granted.  

B. Discussion

By Commission Decision No. C96-775, Order Suspending Effec-tive Date of Tariffs and Notice of Hearing, mailed July 19, 1996, the Com-mission set a 30-day intervention period which expired on August 19, 1996.  On February 3, 1997, McLeodUSA filed a petition to intervene, and therefore, the petition is untimely.

Notwithstanding the untimely filing, and duly noting McLeodUSA's stated reasons, the Commission will grant the petition.  Pro-ceedings such as this case are typically very substantial and complex.  Issues that can arise in such cases are not always obvious at the outset and may only become apparent after some consideration.  We understand this to be the case for petitioner.

We note that there are no objections to the petition.  We also note that no party is prejudiced by the intervention.

McLeodUSA must take the case and all its procedural dead-lines as they currently exist.  McLeodUSA shall not be entitled, absent extraordinary circumstances, to any extension of procedural deadlines where petitioner's request is attributable to its untimely intervention.  

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.'s late-filed petition to intervene is granted.  McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc., shall not be entitled, absent extraordinary circumstances, to any exten-sion of procedural deadlines attributable to its untimely intervention, con-sistent with the above discussion.  

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING February 19, 1997.
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