Decision No. C97-185

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97L-052T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF CENTURY TELEPHONE OF COLORADO, INC. FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING A TARIFF CHANGE ON LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE.

ORDER APPROVING APPLICATION

Mailed Date:  February 21, 1997

Adopted Date:  February 19, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 18.6.1.4 of the Commission’s Rules Prescrib-ing the Procedures for Administering the Colorado High Cost Fund, found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-41, requires that small local exchange companies that are receiving funding from the Colorado High Cost Fund (“CHCF”) make annual filings to reflect a sharing of the access minute demand growth which occurred during the most recent 12-month period.  The new rates are to be filed with a proposed effective date no later than 60 days following the anniversary of the effective date of the CHCF funding period.  

2. By Decision No. C96-588, the Commission ordered Century Telephone of Colorado, Inc. (“Century”), to file modifi-cations to its access tariff on or before January 30, 1997, to become effective March 1, 1997.  No filing was made by Century in compliance with this Decision.  Having received no filing, Staff of the Commission notified Century of this error.

Findings of Fact and Conclusions

On January 31, 1997, Century  filed a “Motion for Filing Advice Letter on Less than Statutory Notice” January 31, 1997, requesting authorization to change its access tariff on less than statutory notice.  Century states in that filing that due to a clerical error, Century missed this filing date.

Rule 41(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, found at 4 CCR 723-1, prescribes the process by which a Fixed Utility may request a tariff change on less than 30 days’ notice.  Therefore, the Commission has construed the Motion filed by Century as an Application for a tariff change on less than statutory notice.

Upon review of this filing, the Commission finds that the rates as calculated by Century are appropriate and the application to change the access tariff on less than statutory notice should be granted.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The application filed by Century Telephone of Colorado, Inc., for authorization to change its access rates relative to the Colorado High Cost Fund is granted.

Century Telephone of Colorado, Inc., shall file an appropriate advice letter with tariff sheets as attached to this Decision as Appendix A, on not less than one day’s notice, to become effective on March 1, 1997.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING February 19, 1997.
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