Decision No. C97-27

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-084G (Amended)

THE APPLICATION OF GREELEY GAS COMPANY, A DIVISION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION, FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS PROPOSED GAS REFUND PLAN.

COMMISSION ORDER AUTHORIZING DISPOSITION OF UNDISTRIBUTED REFUND BALANCE PURSUANT TO § 40-8-101, C.R.S.
Mailed Date:  January 10, 1997

Adopted Date:  January 8, 1997

I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the Application of Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation ("Greeley").  Greeley is seeking authorization to pay the maximum allowable percentage of the undistributed balance of its refund, which refund was approved in Decision No. C96‑420, to the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation ("CEAF").  Now being dully advised in the premises, we will grant Greeley's request.

B. Findings and Conclusions

1. On March 1, 1996, Greeley filed an application seeking Commission approval of a gas refund plan.  This plan was approved on April 17, 1996 per Decision No. C96‑420.

2. Pursuant to ordering paragraph 8 of Decision No. C96‑ 420, Greeley filed its Initial Report of Refund on December 20, 1996.  The Initial Report demonstrates that $37,668.91 out of a net refund of $1,219,195 remained unclaimed as of December 4, 1996.

3. Section 40‑8‑101(2), C.R.S., permits the Commis-sion to order a gas utility to "pay up to ninety percent of the undistributed balance of a refund" to CEAF.  Greeley, in accordance with Decision No. C96‑420, has formally requested that it be authorized to pay the maximum allowable percentage (i.e., 90 percent) of the undistributed balance of the refund to CEAF, which figure will be determined at the conclusion of the 12-month period during which refund claims can be made.

4. The Commission finds Greeley's request to be reasonable and in the public interest.  Therefore, the Commission will direct Greeley to pay 90 percent of the undistributed balance of the refund approved in Decision No. C96‑420 to CEAF.  Greeley shall be required to maintain any unclaimed amount after remittance to CEAF in its refund account and consolidate this amount into the next refund with accrued interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation, shall pay 90 percent of the undistributed balance of the refund approved in Decision No. C96‑420 to the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation at the conclusion of the 12-month period for claiming refunds.

2. The Initial Report of Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation, is approved as filed.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING January 8, 1996.
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