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I.
STATEMENT

1.
By Decision No. R96-680-I, July 1, 1996, Rico Telephone Company ("Rico") was ordered to file its testimony in question and answer format and all exhibits by July 26, 1996.  Intervenors were to file their testimony no later than August 23, 1996 with a hear-ing scheduled for September 16, 1996.


2.
On July 26, 1996, Rico filed its Motion for Extension of Time.  Rico seeks an extension of time to and including August 6, 1996 within which to file its testimony and exhibits.  As grounds for the motion, Rico states that ongoing settlement negotiations have consumed the vast majority of its time and it would like to continue to devote time to negotiation.  Rico suggests that Inter-venors be allowed additional time as well.


3.
Given the time frame of the filing requirements, response time to the motion will be waived and it will be granted.  The Com-mission has a strong policy of encouraging negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.

II.
ORDER

It is Ordered That:

1.
The procedural schedule for the filing of testimony is modified.  Rico Telephone Company shall file its testimony, in question and answer format, and copies of all exhibits no later than August 6, 1996.  All Intervenors shall file their testimony, in question and answer format, and copies of all exhibits no later than September 4, 1996.


2.
This Order shall be effective immediately.
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