Decision No. C96-1308


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 96A-394T


IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF TCG COLORADO TO AMEND ITS CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO PROVIDE LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOMMUNICAtIONS SERVICE��AND��IN THE MATTER OF THE NOTICE BY TCG COLORADO OF ITS INTENT TO EXERCISE OPERATION AUTHORITY.


COMMISSION ORDER ON CLARIFICATION


Mailed Date:  December 20, 1996


Adopted Date:  December 11, 1996


Appearances:


Dudley P. Spiller, esq., Andrew Cohen, Esq., Denver, Colorado,and Deborah S. Waldbaum, Esq., Walnut Creek, California, for the Applicant TCG Colorado;


Kathryn E. Sheffield, E. Sheffield, Esq., Karen Tatelman, Esq., and William M. Ojile, Jr., Esq., Denver, Colorado, for U S WEST Communications, Inc.; and


�
Carol Smith Rising, Esq., J. Bryan Howell, III, Esq., Assistant Attorneys General for the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission.


BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


On November 12, 1996, the Initial Commission Decision was issued in this docket.�  That Decision granted a Certificate to Provide Local Exchange Telecommunications Services ("CPLE") and an Operating Authority ("OA") for certain portions of the state.�  That decision was based in part on a stipulation between the applicant, TCG Colorado ("TCG"), and Trial Staff of the Commission ("Staff").  


On November 27, 1996, TCG and Staff filed a Joint Motion for Clarification of the Initial Commission Decision ("First Clarification").  In response to that Motion, the Commission issued a Commission Decision Regarding Joint Motion to Clarify, Decision No. C96-1271, dated December 4, 1996.  In that Decision, the Commission directed TCG and Staff to clarify certain details regarding TCG's proposed operating authority.


�
On December 9, 1996, TCG filed the requisite Clarification to Commission Decision No. C96-1271 ("Second Clarification").  


Discussion


1.	Given the disparity in the narrative description of TCG's requested Operating Authority as the “Metro Denver local calling area” and the U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), local calling area, we requested a detailed description, in the form of maps and narrative, of the local calling area to be served by TCG.  We also requested a description of how local calls were to be handled in the event TCG did not wish to serve the entire local calling area served by USWC in the metropolitan Denver area.


2.	For the sake of clarity, reference is made to the USWC Exchange and Network Services Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 15, Section 5, First Revised Sheets 6 and 7, Effective November 5, 1995.  Those tariff pages set forth the Denver Metropolitan Exchange Area through a listing of the exchange, zone, or wire center included in the local calling area, as listed in chart form below.  Our records reflect that TCG has filed maps covering the following exchanges, zones, and wire centers (indicated by an "X"), and we shall order an operating authority on that basis.�



�
USWC Tariff�
TCG First Clarification�
TCG Second Clarification�
�
Arvada (Zone)	�
X�
X�
�
Arvada Base Rate Area�
X�
X�
�
Aurora (Zone)�
X�
X�
�
Aurora Base Rate Area�
X�
X�
�
Boulder�
�
X�
�
Brighton�
�
�
�
Broomfield�
�
X�
�
Castle Rock�
�
�
�
Coal Creek Canyon�
�
�
�
Denver�
X�
X�
�
Denver Northeast (Zone)�
X�
X�
�
Denver Northeast (Base Rate Area)�
X�
X�
�
Denver Southwest�
X�
X�
�
Englewood�
X�
X�
�
Evergreen�
�
�
�
Golden (Zone)�
X�
X�
�
Golden (Base Rate Area)�
X�
X�
�
Lafayette-Louisville�
�
X�
�
Lakewood�
X�
X�
�
Littleton (Zone)�
X�
X�
�
Littleton (Base Rate Area)�
X�
X�
�
Lookout Mountain�
�
�
�
Morrison�
�
�
�
Parker�
�
�
�
Sullivan (Zone)�
X�
X�
�
Sullivan (Base Rate Area)�
X�
X�
�
�
�
�
�
3.	TCG's Second Clarification does not contain all exchanges, zones, or wire centers currently served by USWC.  TCG's written description states at paragraph two that the attached maps, constitute the Denver local calling area served by USWC.  The attached maps do not comprise the entire local calling area served by USWC.


		4.	We will grant TCG an operating authority limited to the areas covered by the maps submitted with the Second Clarification.  Accordingly, TCG will be authorized to originate service only within those areas delineated by the maps.  However, TCG will be required to provide for its customers within those areas the same local calling area as currently enjoyed by customers of USWC, both on the originating and terminating end, without additional charge.


		5.	With the order below, the matter of Operating Authority for TCG is closed.  Should TCG seek additional operating authority in the future, it should apply under the appropriate rules.


�
ORDER


The Commission Orders That:


1	TCG Colorado shall be granted an operating authority to the extent of the area delineated by the maps filed in conjunction with the Second Clarification.  Although this area does not encompass the entire Denver Metropolitan Exchange Area of U S WEST Communications, Inc., TCG Colorado shall be and hereby is required to provide to its customers the same local calling area as provided currently by U S WEST Communications, Inc., as described more fully above.


2	The 20-day time period provided in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application to the Commission for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the day after the effective date of this Decision.


3	This Order is effective on its Mailed Date


ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING December 11, 1996.


�
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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    �  See, Commission Decision No. C96-1198, dated November 12, 1996.


    �  The exact specification of the CPLE and OA are not repeated here.
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