Decision No. C96‑1297

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-385R

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER FOR AUTHORITY TO RELOCATE 2 EXISTING AT GRADE PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS AT GATES CRESCENT PARK AND ESTABLISH 1 NEW AT-GRADE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT FISHBACK PARK OF THE RAILROAD LINE OWNED BY THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT KNOWN AS THE PLATTE VALLEY TROLLEY LINE

COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

              
Mailed Date:  December 20, 1996


Adopted Date: December 11, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement


1.
On August 26, 1996, the City and County of Denver, ("Denver"), filed this application for authority to relocate two at-grade pedestrian crossings and establish one new at-grade pedestrian crossing of the Platte Valley Trolley Line, in the City and County of Denver, Colorado.



2.
On September 11, 1996, the Staff of the Commission filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention.



3.
The Commission gave notice of the application, together with a copy of the application, to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners, in accordance with § 40‑6‑108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed September 11, 1996.



4.
On October 10, 1996, the Regional Transportation District ("RTD") filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention in opposition to the application.



5.
On November 22, 1996 the Commission received a copy of the license Agreement by and between RTD and Denver, dated November 20, 1996.



6.
On November 27, 1996, RTD filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention withdrawing its opposition to the application.



7.
The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deems that the application is now complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.



8.
The Commission will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing, under § 40‑6‑109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-1, because the application is noncontested and unopposed.


B.
Findings of Fact


9.
Denver is requesting authority to relocate two at- grade pedestrian crossings and establish one new at-grade pedestrian crossing of the railroad line known as the Platte Valley Trolley Line, which is owned by RTD.  The crossings are in Gates Crescent and Fishback Parks in the City and County of Denver, approximately at 818 Water Street and 2000 Crescent Drive respectfully.



10.
The purpose of this application is to secure Commission approval to relocate two pedestrian crossings of the Platte Valley Trolley Line at Gates Crescent Park in order to provide a safer trail and an ADA accessible trail into the parks as well as create a wildlife habitat between the trail and the river.  The new crossing at Fishback Park is to allow access from the Platte River Trail to a proposed picnic shelter.



11.
The proposed grade crossings will cross the tracks at an angle of approximately 65 degrees at the north Gates Crescent Park crossing, 50 degrees at the south Gates Crescent Park crossing and 90 degrees at the Fishback Park crossing.  Grade crossing warning signs will be installed in accordance with the Manual On Uniform Traffic Control Devices.



12.
The estimated daily pedestrian and bicycle traffic across the crossings, when constructed, ranges from 100 to 300 crossings per day depending upon the time of year and the weather conditions.



13.
Notice of the proposed grade crossings has been given by the Commission to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners and RTD.  No intervention was received in opposition to this application.  The application is noncontested and unopposed.



14.
Funding for the entire project including the grade crossing surfaces, approach work, and related work will be paid for by Denver.  The total construction cost for each crossing is estimated to be $3,145.00.



15.
Maintenance of the pedestrian-bicycle crossings including the crossing surfaces and approaches will be the responsibility of Denver.



16.
All exhibits, specifications, and plans are complete, accurate, and meet Commission requirements. 



17.
The public safety, convenience, and necessity require and will be served by, the granting of this application.


C.
Conclusions on Findings of Fact


18.
The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter under § 40‑4‑106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.



19.
No intervention was received in opposition to this application.  The application is noncontested and unopposed.



20.
The Commission will determine this matter on the record, without a formal hearing, under § 40‑6‑109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24, Commission Rule of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723‑l.



21.
The public safety, convenience, and necessity require, and will be served by, the granting of this application.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:


1.
The City and County of Denver, is authorized to relocate two at-grade pedestrian crossings and establish one new at-grade pedestrian crossing of the Platte Valley Trolley Line, in the City and County of Denver, Colorado.



2.
The construction authorized in Ordering Paragraph 1 above shall be in accordance with the plans, specifications, and exhibits submitted with the application which hereby are approved.



3.
The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further required orders.


B.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


C.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING December 11, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF

      THE STATE OF COLORADO       

                 Commissioners

G:\RAIL\96A-385R.ORD






