Decision No. C96-1290


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 96S-331T	


The investigation and suspension of TARIFF sheets filed by u s west communications, inc., with advice letter no. 2617, regarding tariffs for interconnection, local TERMINATION, UNBUNDLING, and resale of services.


Order Granting Motion To Substitute TELRIC Studies and Petition for intervention





Mailed Date:  December 17, 1996


Adopted Date:  December 11, 1996





BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


On November 20, 1996, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed its Expedited Motion to Substitute TELRIC Studies for TSLRIC Studies and Request for Shortened Response Time. In that motion, USWC requests that it be permitted to substitute its Total Element Long Run Incremental Cost (“TELRIC”) studies for the Total Service Long Run Incremental Cost (“TSLRIC”) studies previously filed in this docket.  As grounds for the request, the motion notes that the Federal Communications Commission, in recently adopted rules, has prescribed a TELRIC methodology for developing costs associated with unbundled network elements.� The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) and the Colorado Independent Telephone Association submitted responses to the motion. However, neither party objects to USWC’s request to substitute TELRIC studies for TSLRIC studies. Now being duly advised in the premises, we find that good cause has been stated and will grant the motion.  Further response time to the motion will be waived.


USWC’s request that the parties be ordered to return the TSLRIC studies is denied.  We agree with the OCC that the TSLRIC studies may be relevant to issues in this docket. To the extent a party has received proprietary TSLRIC studies, it will not be required to return the studies until conclusion of this docket, in accordance with applicable protective provisions adopted by the Commission. See Decision No. C96-840. Any party wishing to obtain such studies may request them pursuant to applicable discovery rules.


Western Wireless Corporation filed its Petition for Intervention and Motion to Shorten Response Time on Novem-ber 20, 1996. Good grounds having been stated, we will grant the motion.


�
ORDER


The Commission Orders That:  


The Expedited Motion to Substitute TELRIC Studies for TSLRIC Studies and Request for Shortened Response Time filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted consistent with the above discussion.


The Petition for Intervention and Motion to Shorten Response Time filed by Western Wireless Corporation is granted.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING December 11, 1996.
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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� The motion also notes that the FCC’s costing rules have been stayed by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Nevertheless, USWC suggests that a TELRIC methodology provides a reasonable starting point for determining network element prices.
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