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I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement, Findings of Fact, and Conclusions
 
1.
On September 30, 1996, Westplains Energy ("Westplains") filed this verified application.  The application seeks a Commis-sion order authorizing Westplains, without formal hearing and on less-than-statutory notice, to place into effect on November 1, 1996, tariffs resulting in a decrease to its existing electric rates now on file with the Commission.  Westplains states that the proposed decrease in electric rates reflects a decrease in its costs of purchased and generated electricity, and it is unjust and unreasonable to bill consumers at the existing electric incentive cost adjustment rate which is based on average energy costs which are higher than those more recently incurred.


2.
The attached proposed tariffs affect all of Westplains' customers.


3.
Westplains generates and distributes electrical energy to its Colorado residential, commercial, and industrial consumers.


4.
The Commission has no jurisdiction over the rates charged or prices set by Westplains' suppliers of fuel for the generation of electricity.


5.
Westplains' total energy cost for the eight months ended August 31, 1996, was $15,844,501 and 98.3774 percent of its energy costs for the month are applicable to the calculation of the elec-tric incentive cost adjustment.


6.
Westplains' present tariffs, excluding the electric incen-tive cost adjustment, are based on an energy cost of $0.01707 per kilowatt hour ("Kwh").


7.
Westplains' proposed electric incentive cost adjustment is based on an energy cost of $.01528 per Kwh.  This adjustment, if made effective, will result in decreased revenues during the year in which it will be applied of $791,840 (50 percent of $1,583,680) below that being produced by its current electric incentive cost adjustment.


8.
The filing of this application was brought to the attention of affected customers of Westplains by publication in the Pueblo Chieftain, The Canon City Daily Record, and The Rocky Ford Daily Gazette, newspaper of general circulation in the area affected.


9.
This application for authority to decrease rates is made under § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S., and Commission Rule of Practice and Procedure 41(e)(1), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.


10.
Any delay in placing decreased rates into effect to pass on the reduction of Westplains' energy costs would do substantial harm to its customers.


11.
Staff has reviewed the filing, and has recommended to the Commission that this application be deemed complete and be allowed to become effective.  Therefore, being advised, the Commission finds that good cause exists to allow the proposed decrease on less than 30 days' notice.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
Westplains Energy is authorized to file, on not less than one day's notice, the tariffs attached as the Appendix to this Decision and made a part of this Order, to be effective on November 1, 1996.



2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING October 16, 1996.
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