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I.
STATEMENT

1.
On September 22, 1995, the Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC") filed its Late Filed Petition to Intervene and Entry of Appearance.  OCC states that the period for intervention in this docket closed on September 5, 1995.  OCC sent a letter to Bruce N. Smith, the Director of this Commission stating that it did not object to the variance, but did dispute some of the issues iden-tified by U S WEST Communications, Inc., as justification for the variance.  OCC stated that in the event the Commission set the mat-ter for hearing, the OCC would seek intervention.


2.
On September 20, 1995, after the close of the intervention, the Commission issued an order setting the matter for hearing.  In accordance with its letter, the OCC seeks late intervention.


3.
No response to the petition was filed.


4.
The procedure chosen by the OCC is not an ideal one.  In other proceedings before this Commission, where parties do not oppose a granting of an application but wish to preserve rights to participate in hearings, the parties do intervene but make the same statements concerning the extent of opposition as the OCC made in its letter.  This puts everyone on notice as to who a party is and who is not.  The OCC's method introduces uncertainty when it comes to scheduling hearings or as in this case, rescheduling a hearing. It can also introduce uncertainty concerning the right to conduct discovery, particularly in an expedited proceeding such as this one.  Nonetheless, given the unopposed nature of the petition and the OCC's clearly stated intention, the petition will be granted.

II.
ORDER

It is Ordered That:

1.
The Late Filed Petition to Intervene of the Office of Consumer Counsel filed September 22, 1995, is granted.


2.
This Order shall be effective immediately.
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