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I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


A.
Statement and Findings of Fact


1.
Telecommunications legislation (House Bill 95-1335) passed by the Colorado General Assembly in May, 1995 established the Telecommunications Working Group to draft a proposed set of rules to implement the new file ("working group").  The working group has established subgroups, each of which has been charged with the resolution of specific issues within the legislation.  One subgroup has been addressing the local number portability issue as required in the legislation (§ 40-15-503(2)(b)(II), C.R.S.).  Local number portability will allow customers to retain their same tele-phone number when changing local exchange service providers
.



2.
In the performance of its duties, the working group has unanimously approved a motion to formally request that the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") appoint a task force on telephone number portability.  The motion reads as follows:



"That the working group recommend that the Public Utilities Commission establish a task force to examine the technical issues associated with a number porta-bility database solution.  The task force shall be appointed by the Commission and shall continue in effect and report as directed by the Commission.  The task force will be expected to:




(a) Monitor and evaluate number portability devel-opments at the national level,




(b) Monitor and evaluate results from the various number portability trials across the country, and




(c) Adopt a matrix of evaluation criteria for database number portability options.



The task force shall report to the Commission period-ically but no later than July 1, 1996.  The task force is a technical group.



The Working Group will retain the responsibility to recommend to the Public Utilities Commission rules to implement a feasible number portability solution to be effective on July 1, 1996.



3.
The Commission accepts the motion from the working group and opens this docket for the purpose of correspondence relating to this task force.  We believe that the intent of the statute is to attempt to encourage processes whereby all interested parties may participate fully.  In this case, we believe it is appropriate to form a task force to address the technical issues relating to a database solution to the implementation of local num-ber portability.  It is imperative that the members of this task force endeavor to address the technical issues surrounding a data-base solution to local number portability and attempt to resolve as many issues as possible prior to the proposed report to the Commis-sion on July 1, 1996.


B.
Conclusions


The Commission believes that the members of the task force should not be limited to a specific number of representatives.  We also believe that any meetings held by the task force should be announced through the working group or the subgroup dealing specif-ically with local number portability and open to anyone wishing to participate.  However, we realize a need for some direction by the Commission in terms of the makeup of the process.  Therefore, we will designate the general makeup and structure of the task force as follows:



a.
The task force shall contain representatives from all persons interested in deciding the technical details of a database solution to local number portability.  It shall be comprised of at least one representative from each of the following:  a large local telephone company, an interexchange carrier, a small telephone com-pany, and a cable television company.  A representative of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC") shall also be a member of the task force; however, the OCC is not required to provide technical expertise.  Representatives of any other entity may attend meetings and provide input.  A representative of the Staff of the Commission shall serve as facilitator for the task force.  Any interested persons or entities shall submit names of proposed members of the task force to the Commission for approval within 20 days after the effective date of this order.  The Commission recognizes that different technological trials are currently being considered in other jurisdictions and encourages entities repre-senting these different trials to submit a name of a representa-tive.  The working group is encouraged to participate in this effort to recommend members for the task force.  The Commission shall consider appointments of members of the task force at its next regularly scheduled open meeting following the 20-day period for receipt of proposed members.



b.
At any time when a member cannot continue his or her participation in the process, the task force shall immediately recommend a replacement to the working group for interim approval until such time as the Commission can approve the replacement.  If a designated member of the task force cannot attend a meeting, an alternate member may be designated by the member who cannot attend.  If so designated by the regular member, such alternate member shall have voting privileges and the task force member shall not be counted as absent.



c.
Representatives from these entities should be willing and able to address the technical issues associated with local num-ber portability and to make firm commitments to the final report or recommendations of the task force.  The Commission encourages the task force to reach consensus on all issues; however, for issues where consensus cannot be reached, each member of the task force shall have one vote and the majority will rule.  Also, for those issues where consensus cannot be reached, both majority and minor-ity opinions shall be part of the task force report.



d.
The task force shall take detailed minutes of all meet-ings and, upon approval by the task force, provide copies of those minutes to the working group and the Commission.



e.
As a part of its process, the task force shall monitor and evaluate number portability developments at the national level and trials in other state jurisdictions.



f.
The task force shall adopt a matrix of evaluation cri-teria specific to Colorado for database number portability options as is being done in other jurisdictions.



g.
The task force shall meet as often as necessary to accomplish its task of recommending a database solution for local number portability.  Each meeting agenda shall be distributed to all members at least one week prior to the meeting and shall be posted to the Commission's electronic bulletin board.



h.
The task force shall endeavor to present options to the working group for a database solution for local number portability as soon as the foregoing process can be accomplished.  If the task force cannot provide a recommended solution to the working group by July 1, 1996, the task force must prepare a report prior to July 1, 1996 to the Commission and the working group detailing progress to date, setting forth major issues and the positions of task force members on these issues, and proposing a schedule for completing its task.



i.
Upon providing a recommendation to the working group for the implementation of a database solution for local number portability, the working group shall make a recommendation in this docket for any further responsibility of the task force.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.  A local number portability task force is hereby estab-lished and organized as described in this Order.  A list of names of designated task force members shall be provided to the Commis-sion no later than 20 days following the effective date of this Order.



2.  Docket No. 95M-392T is hereby opened for the receipt of any of the information and reports described in this Order.



3.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING September 6, 1995.
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    � We are aware that three types of number portability are typically discussed in most forums, i.e., provider portability, location portability and service portability.  However, we are not making a distinction in the context of this order, but are assuming that the working group will address that issue and will present it to the Commission at the upcoming rulemaking proceeding required by statute.





