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OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


* * *
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AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS )
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INTERIM ORDER OF
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EXTENDING TEMPORARY AUTHORITY

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


Mailed Date:  October 25, 1994


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

On March 28, 1994, The Regional Transportation District, doing business as RTD ("RTD"), filed an application for temporary author-ity to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers, on schedule, between Castle Rock, Colorado, on the one hand, and 1600 Blake Street, Denver, Colorado, on the other hand, via Interstate 25, serving all intermediate points on Interstate 25.  RTD also requested a waiver of Rule 12(insurance) of the Commission's Rules Governing Common Carriers by Motor Vehicle for Hire.  Notice to the public was given on April 4, 1994, but no interventions were filed.


By Decision Nos. C94-512 and C94-512-E, the Commission granted the temporary authority for a period of 180 days, from May 15, 1994, through November 11, 1994.  Those decisions also granted RTD, as a public entity, a waiver of Rule 12.3 of the Commission's Rules Governing Common Carriers by Motor Vehicle for Hire, contingent upon RTD filing with the Commission documentation of self insurance in the amount of $600,000 combined single limit, as provided in § 24-10-114, C.R.S.


On September 1, 1994, RTD filed a Motion for Extension of Tem-porary Authority, requesting that its temporary authority be extended from November 11, 1994, to January 1, 1995, contingent upon the voters of the Town of Castle Rock voting on November 8, 1994, to join RTD.  RTD stated in the motion that if the Castle Rock voters choose to become part of RTD, that decision would become effective January 1, 1995, at which time RTD would have leg-islative authority to operate the service and would therefore no longer require PUC authority.  As grounds for the granting of the motion therefore, RTD asserted that its operation under the author-ity would be contingent upon the outcome of the election.  If the voters of Castle Rock choose not to join RTD, the service would cease effective November 11, 1994.  However, in the event the Town of Castle Rock does become part of RTD, RTD asserts that it is in the best interests of the citizens of Castle Rock that the service continue uninterrupted from November 11, 1994, through the effec-tive date of the election, January 1, 1995.  In support of this assertion, RTD submitted "Exhibit C", an August 29, 1994, letter from the Castle Rock Town Attorney to the Associate General Counsel of RTD, documenting the Castle Rock Town Council's authorization of an extension of RTD's interim service "through year-end, condi-tioned on the passage of the RTD inclusion referendum," and requesting RTD to take whatever action is necessary to obtain authority for such a service extension.


Section 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., states that temporary authorities "shall be valid for such time as the commission specifies, but for not more than an aggregate of one hundred eighty days, unless for good cause shown the commission extends such temporary authority for a period of time which may extend until a final administrative decision is rendered. . . ."  The continuation of uninterrupted service to the people of Castle Rock, should they vote to join RTD, constitutes such good cause.  The motion should therefore be granted.


ORDER
IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1.  The Regional Transportation District's Motion for Exten-sion of Temporary Authority is granted.  The Regional Transporta-tion District's temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers, on schedule, between Castle Rock, Colorado, on the one hand, and 1600 Blake Street, Denver, Colorado, on the other hand, via Interstate 25, serving all intermediate points on Interstate 25 is extended from November 11, 1994, to January 1, 1995, contingent upon the voters of the Town of Castle Rock voting on November 8, 1994, to join the Regional Transportation District.


2.  If the voters of the Town of Castle Rock do not approve the Regional Transportation District inclusion referendum, the extension of authority granted in ordering paragraph no. 1 shall be void and the temporary authority shall expire on November 11, 1994, as originally scheduled in Decision Nos. C94-512 and C94-512-E.


3.  This Order is effective immediately.
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