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BY THE COMMISSION:



DISCUSSION


This docket comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") on its own motion to consider a number of issues.


By Decision No. C94-899, this Commission ordered U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST") to file on July 25, 1994, a price-out of the services and products listed in tariffs filed under its Advice Letter No. 2479, so as to assist the Commission and the parties in determining the justness and reasonableness of the proposed rates.  The price-out was to be provided both in hard copy and on floppy disk in LOTUS 3.X format.


On July 25, 1994, U S WEST filed two disks and a hard copy of price-outs for individual services and products.  There is a total of five files on the two disks.  Only three of the five files are in LOTUS format and, thus, readable on Commission computers.  Moreover, the information in the readable disk files does not correspond to the hard copy file.  Accompanying the July 25, 1994, filing is a motion for extension of time to file additional information that is not contained in the first two disks.


On July 27, 1994, one additional disk was filed that was again unreadable and had no corresponding hard copy.


On August 1, 1994, U S WEST filed a document as clarification of its price-out filing.  A disk accompanied the document and is in a readable LOTUS format.  However, review of this disk indicates several issues that require Commission attention.


First, the total revenue effect determined from the August 1, 1994, disk file information
 appears to be at odds with Advice Letter No. 2479 which describes the tariff changes as a revenue neutral filing.  The price-out information in this disk file indicates that if the tariffs are approved as filed there would be an increase in revenues of approximately $2.2 million.  Second, some of the price-out information supplied on August 1, 1994, cannot be traced back to the "CO SW Access Inventory" summary sheet filed under Advice Letter No. 2479.  It is unclear whether the price-out information supplied on August 1, 1994, is inaccurate, or that the representation in the Advice Letter of revenue neutrality is in error.  If this filing is not revenue neutral, then the Commission may have to consider at some point in this proceeding the impact of this filing on the Alternative Form of Regulation plan adopted by the Commission and U S WEST in Docket No. 91A-665T.  
In order that the price-out information fulfill the objective of assisting the Commission and the parties, the Commission will order U S WEST to resubmit the price-out disk file, known as COPRICE.WK1, to include all affected services such that the revenue effect of the price-out accurately reflects and is directly traceable to the "CO SW Access Inventory" summary sheet originally filed with Advice Letter No. 2479.  The Commission would suggest that U S WEST consider a format similar to the that which it used for price-outs involving the SAFE program.  An illustrative example of this format is included as Attachment A.


As this order clarifies the intent of our original order, U S WEST will be given an additional seven days, until August 10th, to file the revised price-out data file in an IBM PC compatible LOTUS 3.X format.  In addition, it appears that US WEST has adjusted the actual billing quantities for some services to reflect price elasticities.  To the extent such adjustments were made, the Commission requires the actual and adjusted billing quantities plus the work papers (formula and calculations) associated with that adjustment be provided with the resubmitted disk file.


In addition, previously filed motions in this docket by the trial staff, on July 18th, and the joint motion of the Office of Consumer Counsel and trial staff, on July 28th, contain references to difficulty in obtaining from or categorizing cost studies of U S WEST.  As the Commission's Rules on Costing and Pricing, Colorado Code of Regulations ("CCR") 4-723-30, address this issue, this implies there may be some question as to the compliance of Advice Letter No. 2479 with the rules of the Commission.  We prefer to address this issue now rather than waiting until the end of lengthy hearings to consider whether the filing is adequate and in compliance with applicable rules.  Therefore, U S WEST is directed to address at the prehearing conference the applicability of these rules and, if applicable, whether it has complied with said rules.  In addition, any party which believes that this advice letter is not in compliance with Commission rules should address this issue as well, as what remedy is appropriate to correct any alleged noncompliance.


The final issue to be addressed is the adequacy of notice and the scope of this proceeding.  U S WEST proposes to reduce switched access and toll rates, but offset the revenue loss occasioned by this reduction with price increases for other products and services.  It is conceivable that the intervenors may suggest, or the Commissioners may determine, that the rates for services and/or products other than those selected by U S WEST should be impacted or that the rates proposed by U S WEST may be individually modified.  The issue then is whether the intervenors or Commission may do so in this proceeding under the notice that has been issued.


To address these issues, the Commission will set a prehearing conference for August 18, 1994, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Parties will be permitted 15 minutes each to make an oral presentation to the Commission setting forth their position on the three general issues described above.  The parties can, but need not, submit in writing their positions concerning these issues.  The Commission will also consider any outstanding procedural motions that have not been addressed by the administrative law judge at that time.  

THEREFORE THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:


I.
A prehearing conference to address the issues set forth above is set for:

	PRIVATE 
DATE:
	August 18, 1994

	TIME:
	8:30 a.m. 

	PLACE:
	Commission Hearing Room, Office Level (OL) 2

1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado.





2.
U S WEST Communications, Inc. is hereby directed to resubmit the COPRICE.WK1 data file as described in this decision with a hard copy within 7 days.

This order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN SPECIAL OPEN MEETING August 2, 1994.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners




    � This is a simple listing of the billing quantities, rates and revenues for the effected services.  







