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STATEMENT

BY THE COMMISSION:


This docket comes before the Public Utilities Commission  ("Commission") to consider Commission Staff's Motion for Clarifica-tion, for Modification of Protective Order, and for Waiver of Response Time ("Motion for Clarification").  The Commission will grant the motion.  The Commission, on its own motion, will further suspend U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s ("U S WEST") tariffs filed with, Fourth Amended Advice Letter No. 2425 on May 31, 1994, and set procedural dates.


DISCUSSION

Commission Staff requests that we modify the standard Protec-tive Order.  See Exhibit 1 to 4 CCR 723-10.  In particular, Staff notes that the order is not clear on the issue of whether trial and advisory Staff must sign the Protective Order agreement.  Staff argues that the Public Records Act (§ 24-72-204(3)(a)(IV), C.R.S. (1988)) provides sufficient assurances of confidentiality for sen-sitive commercial and financial information.  We agree.  Therefore, we will adopt Staff recommended changes to the Protective Order.


Staff requests that the response time to this motion be waived.  The Commission has in past decisions concluded that Staff need not sign the Protective Order Agreement.  Therefore, we will waive the response time to this motion.


U S WEST filed Fourth Amended Advice Letter No. 2425 on May 31, 1994, extending the effective date of the tariffs therein to June 15, 1994.  The Commission will further suspend said tariffs for 120 days from the amended effective date of the tariffs.  The 120-day suspension period will now expire on October 13, 1994.


U S WEST previously filed its direct testimony and exhibits with its Advice Letter No. 2425.  It filed supplemental testimony and exhibits on December 15, 1993.  No other filing dates have been established.  Therefore, the following dates are set:



1.
Intervenor testimony/exhibits - September 1, 1994.



2.
Rebuttal/cross-rebuttal testimony/exhibits -




October 15, 1994.



3.
Prehearing trial data certificates - October 31,




1994.



4.
Hearing - November 1, 1994, beginning at 9:00 a.m.




through November 10, 1994. 



5.
Statements of Position - November 23, 1994.

THEREFORE THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:


1.
Tariffs set forth under Fourth Amended Advice Letter No. 2425 filed May 31, 1994, are hereby further suspended for 120 days from their effective date, or until further order of this Commission.  The 120-day period expires on October 13, 1994.


2.
The procedural dates set forth above are hereby estab-lished.


3.
The hearing will be held:



DATE:
November 1 through 10, 1994



TIME:
9:00 a.m.



PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room





Office Level 2 (OL2)





Logan Tower





1580 Logan Street





Denver, Colorado


4.
The final sentence of paragraph 2 of the Protective Order is hereby stricken and the following is substituted in its place:




Notwithstanding any provision of para-graph 3 of these protective provisions to the contrary, and without the necessity of executing a nondisclosure agreement, (a) any member of litigation staff of the Commission shall have access to any con-fidential information made available to Commission members and/or to any party which has signed a nondisclosure agree-ment under the terms of this Order and (b) the Commission members and any member of the staff advising the Commission shall have access to any confidential information either filed with the Commis-sion in this docket or presented as evi-dence during the hearing in this docket.

In addition, that sentence in paragraph 6 of the Protective Order which begins, "In the event . . ." is hereby stricken and the fol-lowing language is substituted in its place:




In the event any person reviews a copy of a document filed under seal, that person shall first have signed a nondisclosure agreement if required to do so by the terms of paragraph 2, above.

The response time to the Motion for Clarification is waived.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING June 8, 1994.
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