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STATEMENT AND FINDINGS

BY THE COMMISSION:


1.
On February 16, 1994, The Rye Telephone Company ("Rye") filed the instant application requesting that they be allowed to make changes in its intrastate access rates to become effective on less than statutory notice, in this instance, March 2, 1994.  


2.
The Commission serves as Administrator of the Colorado High Cost Fund (CHCF).  Rule 10.6 (Fund Administration) provides for a simplified and less burdensome method than an annual determination of a Small Local Exchange Carrier's CHCF.  It provides that once set, no further redetermination of the CHCF need be made for a seven year period.  During that period, the CHCF amount phases down on a set schedule.  If the Small Local Exchange Carrier uses the phase down schedule, it must also file an annual adjustment to its switched access rates to account for part of the annual growth in access minutes.  Access minutes for Rye have grown at an annual rate of 9.02 percent.


3.
Based upon the methodology contained in the Rule, Rye proposes the following Switched Access rate reductions:  






     


  


            





Existing     Proposed





 
        Rate   
    Rate   

a.  Carrier Common Line


    Originating 


$0.03318
  0.02505    per Access Minute


    Terminating


 0.04977
  0.05286


b.  End Office 


    Local Switching

$0.04138
  0.03877    per Access Minute


    Directory Assistance       0.00012
  0.00011    per Access Minute


c.  Local Transport 

$0.02181
  0.02044    per Access Minute



The effect upon annual revenues is a decrease of $14,571 or -6.33 percent.  Proprietary workpapers were filed with the Application. 



4.
Rule 19.6.2.6 of the Commission's Cost Allocation Rules for Telecommunication Service and Telephone Utilities Providers, found at 4 CCR 723-27, requires that the switched access rate adjustments be filed with the Commission with a proposed effective date no later than 60 days following the anniversary of the effective date of the CHCF funding period.  Rye inadvertently failed to prepare its filing for submission on thirty days' statutory notice.  In order to comply with the Commission's Rules, Rye requests that the proposed tariff sheets attached to its application be approved on less than statutory notice.



4.
Rye also requested that it be allowed to use an alternate form of noticing this application, by mailing notice to each affected customer instead publishing notice in accordance with Rule 4 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure.



5.
Good cause is shown to grant the requests put forth in this application.

THEREFORE THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:



1.
This application filed by The Rye Telephone Company on February 16, 1994, is deemed complete as of the effective date of this Order, and the application for authority to change tariffs on less than statutory notice is approved.  



2.
The Rye Telephone Company is authorized to use the alternative form of notice to its affected customers as requested in the instant application.



3.
The Rye Telephone Company shall file an advice letter and tariffs as attached to this Order as Exhibit A, Pages 1 and 2, to be placed into effect on March 2, 1994.  This advice letter must be filed with the Commission no later than March 1, 1994.



This Order is effective on its mailed date.



ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING February 25, 1994.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners






