





(Decision No. C94-107)


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


* * *

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION  )

OF WESTPLAINS ENERGY, P.O. BOX 75,) 

PUEBLO, COLORADO 81002-0075, FOR  )      DOCKET NO. 93A-603E

WAIVER OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF     )

RULE 31, SECTION II(b) OF THE     )       COMMISSION ORDER

RULES REGULATING THE SERVICE      )

ELECTRIC UTILITIES.               )


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


Mailed Date:  February 8, 1994


Adopted Date:  January 26, 1994


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


STATEMENT

BY THE COMMISSION:


This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the application of WestPlains Energy ("WestPlains") for waiver of the requirements of Electric Rule 31, Section II(b).  The application will be granted.


FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I.
On October 29, 1993, WestPlains filed an application requesting waiver for calendar year 1994 of the requirement that it review and recalculate its utility construction allowances for its various service classes under Rule 31, Service Connection and Distribution Line Extensions, 4 CCR 723-3.


2.
Rule 31, Section II(b) provides that utilities review and recalculate their construction allowances at least once a year.  This requirement can be waived at the request of the utility.


3.
Pursuant to the requirements of Decision No. C86-184, which adopted the current version of Electric Rule 31, and pursuant to the requirements of Electric Rule 31, WestPlains' predecessor, Centel Corporation Centel Electric - Colorado ("Centel"), filed on October 30, 1986, its amended Service Connection and Distribution Line Extension Policy consistent with the revised Rule 31.  On October 30, 1992, WestPlains adopted those tariffs after UtiliCorp United, Inc.'s acquisition of Centel.  In April, 1992, WestPlains filed a new set of tariffs in Colorado PUC No. 6, and Sheets No. R59-R63 are currently effective in Rule 31 Service Connection and Distribution Line Extension Policy Tariffs of WestPlains.


4.
WestPlains' construction allowances have not changed since the filing of the 1986 tariffs by Centel.  These construction allowances are based on Centel's last approved cost of service study, which has not been superseded by a later-approved cost of service study.


5.
Because there is no revised cost of service study, there is no basis on which to perform a review and recalculation of the construction allowances.  Such a review and recalculation is impractical.


6.
The Commission finds good cause has been established for granting the application.


7.
Notice of the above-referenced application was duly published.  No interventions have been filed.


8.
This application is uncontested.  Section 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. (1993), permits an uncontested application to be considered without hearing.  The Commission will consider the application without a hearing.

THEREFORE THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:


The above referenced application be, and is hereby, granted.


This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING January 26, 1994.
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