
(Decis ion No. 74764)  

B E F O R E  T H E  PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

4" * * * 

IN THE MATTER O F  THE RULES OF THE PUBLIC 1 
UTILITIES COMMISSION O F  THE STATE OF COLORADO ) CASE N O .  5320 
REGULATING THE SERVICE O F  ELECTRIC UTILITIES ) 
WITHIN THE STATE O F  C O L O R A D O .  ) SUPPLEMENTAL O R D E R  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- - - - - - - -  
April  2 2 ,  1970 

- - - - - - - -  

Appearances: Robert T .  James, Esq,, Colorado Sp r ings ,  
Colorado, f o r  Mountain View E l e c t r i c  
Assoc i a t i on ,  I n c , ;  

John J .  Conway, E s q - ,  Denver, Colorado, 
f o r  Colorado Rural E l e c t r i c  Assoc i a t i on ;  

William 0 .  DeSouchet, J r . ,  Esq . ,  Alamosa, 
Colorado, f o r  San Luis Val ley Rural 
E l e c t r i c  Co-op, I n c , ;  

Baxter  W. Arhold,  Esq, , S t e r l i n g ,  Colorado, 
f o r  High1 ine  F1,ectr ic  Assoc i a t i on ;  

Er1 H .  E l l i s ,  Es .: Denver, Colorado,  
f o r  Mountain p 9 r k s  E l e c t r i c ,  Inc ,  and 
Grand Val l e y  Rural Power L ines ,  I n c .  ; 

John R .  Barry,  ksq.  , Denver, Colorado, 
f o r  Western Colorado Power Company; 

Louis Johnson, ksq.  , Colorado Sp r ings ,  
Colorado, f o r ,  C i t y  of Colorado Sp r ings ;  

Richard L .  Bantd,  J r . ,  Esq., Englewood, 
Colorado, f o r  Intermountain Rural E l e c t r i c  
Assoc i a t i on ,  Ihc.  ; 

David L .  Rober t s ,  Esq, , F o r t  Morgan, Colorado, 
f o r  Morgan County Rural E l e c t r i c  Assoc i a t i on ;  

Robert  R .  Wilson, Esq . ,  Co r t ez ,  Colorado,  
f o r  Empire E l e c t r i c  Assoc i a t i on ;  

Barney Houtchens, Esq. , Greel e y ,  Colorado, 
f o r  Ho~ne Light  & Power Company; 

Fred L .  W i  t s e l  1 , Esq, , Denver, Colorado,  and 
H, M .  Edmonds, Denver, Colorado, f o r  

Pub1 i c  Se rv i ce  Cornpany of  Colorado; 
H .  A .  G a l l i g a n ,  J r . ,  Esq , ,  Denver, Colorado,  

f o r  t he  S t a f f  o f  t he  Commission. 

S T A T E M E N T  

BY THE COMMISSION: 

I n  t he  above-numbered Case by Decision No. 68572 of November 2 5 ,  

1966, t h i s  Commission prescr ibed  "Rules Regulat ing t he  Se rv i ce  c j f  E l e c t r i c  

U t i l i t i e s " .  Said Rules became e f f e c t i v e  January 1 ,  1967, By a Supplen~entill 

Order of June 10 ,  1969, Decision No. 73111, the  Cornniission r ev i s ed  Rule 18 ( b )  



o f  s a i d  Rules and t h e  r ev i s ed  Rule became e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1969. 

The Conimission i s sued  a "Not ice  of Hearing" t o  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  pa t - t i es  

i n  Case No. 5320 on February 2 5 ,  1970, s i g n i f y i n g  i t s  i n t e n t  of r e v i s i n g  Rille 

11  "Meter R e n t a l s ,  and Customer Depos i t s" .  The hear ing  i n  regard t o  t h e  re-  

v i s i o n  of Rule 11 was s e t  f o r  Thursday, April  16 ,  1970, a t  10 o ' c l o c k  a . m . ,  

i n  t h e  Hearing Room o f  t h e  Comnii s s i o n ,  1845 Shernian S t r e e t ,  Denver, Colorado.  

Transmit ted with  t h e  Not ice  of Hearing t o  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  was a copy o f  

proposed Rule 11 showing t h e  changes t o  be cons idered  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  I n t e r -  

e s t e d  p a r t i e s  were i n v i t e d  t o  make sugges t i ons ,  changes o r  r e v i s i o n s  i n  s a i d  

Rule or, t o  f - i l e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  p lead ing  t o  became a p a r t y  t o  t h e  pro-  

ceeding on o r  be fo r e  March 31 ,  1970. 

Various e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  f i l e d  p lead ings  t o  become p a r t i e s  and 

t h e  Commission, by Order ,  pe rmi t ted  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a s  r eques t ed .  The ma t t e r  

o f  t h e  proposed change i n  Rule 1 1 ,  i n  Case 5320, was conso l i da t ed  f o r  hear ing  

wi t h  Case 5321 (Gas Rules)  , Case 5322 (Water Rul e s )  , Case 5323 (Telephone 

Rules )  and t h e  hear ing  was held  a t  t h e  scheduled t ime and p l ace .  A t  t h e  con- 

c l u s i o n  of  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  m a t t e r s  were taken under advisement.  

Testimony was heard on beha l f  of  t h e  S t a f f  and va r i ous  i n t e r v e n o r s  

i n  r egard  t o  t h e  proposed Rule change, 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

T H E  COMMISSION FINDS: 

That  t h e  Commission has j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t a n t  m a t t e r o  

That  t h e  Commission i s  f u l l y  adv ised  i n  t he  premises .  

That  Rule 11 ,  "Meter R e n t a l s ,  and Customer Deposi ts" ,shou1d be 

r e v i s e d  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Order t o  f o l l ow .  

O R D E R  

THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

That  Rule 1 1 ,  "Meter R e n t a l s ,  and Customer Depos i t sH ,o f  t h e  Rules 

Regula t ing  t h e  Se rv i ce  of  E l e c t r i c  U t i l i t i e s  i s  amended t o  read a s  f o l l ows :  



Rule 11 - Meter Ren ta ls  and Customer -- D e ~ i  -- t s  

Meter  Ren ta ls  and Customer Depos i t s .  -- ( a )  No meter  
r e n t a l ,  as d i s t ~ n g u i s h e d  f rom a  minimum charge f o r  se r v i ce ,  
s h a l l  be charged by any u t i l i t y  f o r  any s e r v i c e  meter  i n s t a l l e d  
by i t  f o r  measurements upon which b i l l s  a r e  rendered, 

tomer, o r  i n  t h e  case o f  a  customer whose b i l l s  a re  payable  i n  
advance, i t  s h a l l  n o t  exceed an es t imated  s i x t y  days '  b i l l  f o r  
such customer, except  t h a t  I n  t h e  even t  an extensson o f  l i n e s  
and f a c i l i t i e s  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  f u r n i s h  such p r o s p e c t i v e  customer- 
w i t h  se r v i ce ,  t h e  d e p o s i t  may be t h e  amount o f  t h e  es t imated  
b i l l  f o r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  i f  so s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
t h e  ex tens ion  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  u t i l i t y .  Simple i n t e r e s t  s h a l l  be 
p a i d  by t h e  u t i l i t y  upon such d e p o s i t s  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  seven 
pe rcen t  per  annum, payable  upon t he  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t ,  o r  
a n n u a l l y  upon reques t  o f  t h e  customer, f o r  t h e  t ime  such d e p o s i t  
was h e l d  by t h e  u t i  1 i t y  and t h e  customer was served by t h e  u t i l i t y ,  
un less  such p e r i o d  be l e s s  than  s i x  months I n te r yes t  payments 
may, a t  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t he  u t i l i t y ,  be made e i t h e r  I n  cash, o r  by 
a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  customer 's  accoun t .  I n  computing i n t e r e s t ,  no 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  need be g i v e n  t o  f r a c t i o n a l  p a r t s  o f  months, 

( c )  Each u t ~ l  a t y  h a v ~ n g  on hand such depos i t s  f r om  customers, 
o r  h e r e a f t e r  r e c e i v ~ n g  such depos i t s  f r o m  customers, s h a l l  keep 
reco rds  t o  show: 

( 1  ) The name o f  each customer making a  depos i t ;  

( 2 )  The premises occupied by t h e  customer when 

( 3 )  The amount and da te  o f  making t h e  depos i t ;  and 

( 4 )  A r e c o r d  o f  each t r a n s a c t i o n ,  such as t h e  pay- 
ment o f  i n t e r e s t ,  l 'nterest .  c red i t ed ,  e t c  , concern ing  
such d e p o s i t  

( d )  Each u t i l  I t y  s h a l l  i s sue  t o  every  customer f rom whom such 
d e p o s i t  i s  r ece i ved  a  c e r t ~ f i c a t e  o f  d e p o s i t  

( e )  Each u t i l i t y  s h a l l  p r o v l d e  ways and means whereby a  de- 
o s i  t o r  who makes appl  i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  h i s  d e p o s i t  o r  any 
a lance t o  which he i s  e n t i t l e d ,  b u t  i s  unable  t o  p rocure  t h e  o r i g -  
na l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  depos i t ,  may n o t  upon reasonable  p roo f  be de- 
r i v e d  o f  h i s  depos i t  o r  ba lance 

( f )  Each u t i l i t y  s h a l l  f i l e  as p a r t  o f  i t s  t a r i f f s  a  b r i e f  
ta tement  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  i t s  d e p o s i t  r e q u ~ r e m e n t  p o l i c y ,  e x p l a i n i n g  
nder  what c i rcumstances a  d e p o s i t  s h a l l  be ~ e q u i r e d  and when such 
e p o s i t  s h a l l  be r e t u r n e d .  

c e p t  as m o d i f i e d  he re i n ,  Dec i s i on  Nos 68572 and 73111 s h a l l  

1  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

- 3 - 



T h a t  each u t i l i t y  s h a l l  f i l e  wi th  t h e  Commission,  as a p a r t  o f  

i t s  t a r i f f s ,  on or  b e f o r e  Ju ly  1 ,  1970 ,  t h e  p o l i c y  as r e q u i r e d  i n  p a r t  ( f )  

above.  

Tha t  Ru le  11 s h a l l  becove e f f e c t i  ve on Ju ly  1 , 1 9 7 0 .  

T h a t  t h i s  O r d e r  s h a l l  become effective f o r t h w ;  t h .  

(S E A L )  THE PUBLIC UT IL IT IES  COMMISSION 
OF TtIE S T A T E  O F  COLORADO 

IIENRY E ,  ZARLENGO 

HOWARD 5 ,  BJELCANO 
---------------------- 

Commi s s l o n e r s  

COMMISSIONER EDWI N R., LUNDBORG 
NECESSARILY ABSENT AND NOT P A R T I C I P A T I I J G .  

Dated ar, Denver, C o l o r a d o ,  t h i s  4 22nd day o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 7 0  
h~ 

Harry A ,  Gall igan,  J r L  , S e c r e t a r y  


