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(Decision N O .  7 3 1 n )  

B E F O R E  THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
O F  T H E  STATE OF COLORADO 

* + * 

IN THE MATTER OF T H E  RULES O F  THE ) 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION O F  THE C A S E  N O ,  5320 
STATE O F  COLORADO R E G U L A T I N G  THE ) 
SERVICE O F  E L E C T R I C  UTILITIES 1 SUPPLEMENTAL O R D E R  

) WITHIN THE STATE O F  C O L O R A D O ,  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

- - - - - - -  
June 10, 1969 

Appearances: Lee, Bryans, Kel ly & Stans f i e id  
by Bryant 0 '  Donne11 , Esq, , 
Denver, Colorado, fo r  
Publtc Service Coapany of Colorado; 

Richard Brown, Greel ey,  Colorado, 
f o r  tiome Light and Power Company; 

Logan C ,  Ragle, Pueblo, Colorado, 
t o r  Western Power & Gas Cornpany; 

Glenn Shoemaker, L i t t l e t o n ,  Colorado, 
f o r  Intermountain Rural E l e c t r j c  Assn,;  

Louis A ,  H f n z ,  Longmont, Co:orado, 
f o r  City of Longmont, E l e c t r i c  Dept.; 

D .  H O V I  S ,  Pueblo, Colorado, 
f o r  San Isabel E l e c t r i c  Associat ion,  I n c , ;  

Robert Lee Kessler ,  Esq . ,  Denver, Colorado, 
f o r  the  S ta f f  of the  Conlmission, 

S T A T E M E N T  - 
B Y  T H E  COMMISSION: - 

In t.he above-numbered case by Decision No- 68572 of November 25, 

1966, t h i s  Conimissian prescribed "Rules Regulating the  Service of E l e c t r i c  

U t i  l i t i e s . "  Said Rules became e f f e c t i v e  January 1 ,  1967, 

Rule 18 ( b )  of sa id  ru les  provided as follows: 

"Construction Requirement: . . . . 
( b )  The u t i l i t y  sha l l  use as the niinirnuni standard of 

accepted good p rac t i ce  the  Natronal E lec t r i ca l  Safety Code 
a s  prescribed by the  s t a t u t e s  of the  S t a t e  of Colorado or  
as the  same may be amended," 

The Colorado Legis la ture  in  i t s  1969 sess ion  passed Senate Bi l l  

14 which revised c e r t a i n  a r t i c l e s  and sec t ions  of Chapter 115,  Colorado 

Revised S t a t u t e s ,  1963, being the  Public U t i l i t y  Act, Among sa id  revisions 

was A r t i c l e  4 ,  Section 6 ,  Subsection 4,  t o  which Rule 18 ( b )  r e f e r r e d ,  



Said Subsection 4 prescribed the  National E lec t r i ca l  Safety Code, Sixth 

Edi t ion ,  issued by the  Department of Conln~erce, Bureau of Standards, 

United S ta tes  of Ameri ca ,  as  the  mininlurli standards f o r  the  cons t ruct ion ,  

reconst ruct ion ,  maintenance, and operation of e l e c t r i c a l  wiring,  e l e c t r i c a l  

cons t ruct ion ,  e l e c t r i c a l  equipnient and appara tus ,  e i t h e r  ins ide  o r  outs ide ,  

o r  overhead o r  underground, and whether owned or  operated by p r iva te  

municipal or quasi -municipal corporat ions o r  a s soc ia t ions ,  o r  whether 

mutually o r  p r iva te ly  owned, The passage of Senate B ~ l l  1 4  having deleted 

the above Subsection 4 has, in e f f e c t ,  l e f t  i t  u p  to  t h i s  Commission t o  

prescr ibe  t.he e l e c t r i c a l  safet,y code t h a t  should be followed by a l l  e lec-  

t r i c  public u t i l i t i e s  under i t s  j u r i s d j c t i o n .  

The Staf f  of the  Commission, by l e t t - e r  dated May 6 ,  1969, has 

contacted a l l  of the e l e c t r i c  public u t i l i t i e s  under t h i s  Conimission's 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  advising them t h a t  the Cornmission proposes t o  adopt by r u l e ,  

and by the modification of the  above Rule 18 ( b )  t o  prescr ibe  the  current  

edi t ~ o n  of the  Nationa l E l ec t r i ca l  Safety Code. The in te res ted  p a r t i e s  

were given u n t i l  June 9,  1969 within which t o  reply t o  the Commission 

whether or not they had any objec t ions  t o  t h e  Comnission adopting sa id  

Code by r u l e .  No rep1 ies  were received by the Commission within the  

a l l o t t e d  time protes t ing  or objecting t o  the  adoption of the  Natjonal 

E lec t r i ca l  Code, a n d  therefore  the  Co~ni~lission w i  1 I ,  by anlending Rule 18 

( b ) ,  adopt sa id  Code- 

F I N D I N G S  

THE COMMISSION FINDS: 

That the Commission i s  f u l l y  advised i n  the premises- 

That i t  appears in the  records and f i l e s  herein t h a t  a l l  

i nterest'ed p a r t i e s  were du ly informed of the  proposed amendments t o  

Rule 18 ( b ) ,  and t h a t  the re  being no object ions the re to ,  sa id  Rules 

should be amended as proposed* 

That Rule 18 ( b )  of theNRules Regulating the  Service of 

E l e c t r i c  U t i l i t i e s "  should be amended t o  requi re  t h a t  the  u t i l i t i e s  shal l  

use as the  mininium standard of accepted good p rac t i ce  the  NatSonal 

E lec t r i ca l  Safety Code as  published by the  National Bureau of Standards 

as s e t  f o r t h  i n  our Order t o  fol low, 



O R D E R  

THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

That Rule 18 ( b )  of t h e  Rules Regulat ing t h e  Se rv i ce  of E l e c t r i c  

U t i l i t r e s  i s  arilended to read  a s  f o l l ows :  

"RULE 18 

Cons t ruc t ]  or? Requirement: . . . . --- 

( b )  The u t , i l i t y  s h a l l  use a s  the niinl"murn s tandard  of accepted 

good p r a c t l c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  e d i t i o n  of t h e  National E l e c t r i c a l  Sa f e ty  

Code a s  p u b l ~ s h e d  by t h e  Nat'ional Bureau of S tandards  Handbooks: 

A .  NBS Handbook H 30 con t a in ing  - 
USA (United S t a t e s  of America) Standard Sa fe ty  Rules f o r  
t h e  i n s t a l  l a t i o n  and Maintenance of  E l e c t r i c a l  Supply 
S t a t i o n s ,  C2,1-1941 (Reaffirmed 1947) 

USA Standard S a f e t y  Rules f o r  t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  and 
Maintenance of E l e c t r i c  Uti 1 i z a t i o n  Equipment, 
C2.3-1941 (Reaff i rmed 1947) 

USA Standard S a f e t y  Rules f o r  Operat ion of E l e c t r i c  
Equipnient and L ine s ,  C2.4-1939 (Reaffirmed 1947) 

USH Standard Sa fe ty  Rules f o r  Radio I n s t a l l a t i o n ,  
C2,5-1940 (Reaffirmed 1947) 

B ,  NBS Handbook H81-1961 con t a in ing  - 
USA Standard Sa fe ty  Rules f o r  t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  and Maintenance 
of E l e c t r i c  Supply and Communication L ine s ,  C2,2-1960, 

C ,  C2 2a-1965 - Supplement t o  C2.2-1960. 
D .  C2.2b-1967 - Supplenient t o  C2,2-1960," 

Except a s  modif ied h e r e i n ,  Decision No, 68572 s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  

f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

Tha t  Rule 18 ( b )  and t h i s  Order s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1969. 

( S E A L )  
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

O F  THE STATE O F  COLORADO 

H E N R Y  E .  ZARLENGO 

HOWARD S. BJELLAND 

EDWIN R ,  LUNDBORG 

Cornmi s s i o n e r s  

Dated a t  Denver, Colorado,  
, )  t h ~ s  10th day of June ,  1969. 

hbp 

William D ,  M i t c h e l l ,  E x e c u t ~ v e  S e c r e t a r y  


