December 4th, 2008

Public Utilities Commission

of the State Of Colorado

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202
Disclosure Letter, Docket No. 08I-113EG
I, Dane Cobble, submit this disclosure letter in Docket No. 08I-113EG, pursuant to Commission Decision No. C08-0903, paragraph 21. 
This disclosure is being filed within three business days following a permitted ex parte communication with a Commissioner. As required, this disclosure letter states the time, date and place of the meeting, lists the persons attending, and contains a summary description of the topics discussed. 
This disclosure also provides a copy of all written materials, if any, provided to the Commissioner. 
This letter shall serve as disclosure of the communications between myself and

Commissioner James Tarpey, which occurred from about 10:15am until 10:45am on December 4th, 2008, at the offices of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”). 
No one else was in attendance.
On the following page is a list of the subject matters discussed as well as copies of written material that was given to each Commissioner.  
Attached separately is an overview of the status of Feed-In Tariff laws in the United States today.  It can be found at this link as well:
http://www.wind-works.org/FeedLaws/USA/Feed-in_Tariffs_and_Renewable_Energy_in_the_USA_-_a_Policy_Update.pdf 
Also attached separately is an invitation to a 1-day conference on Renewable Energy Policy, with a focus on Feed-in Tariffs hosted by the Institute for Local Self-Reliance on January 9th, 2009 in Northfield, MN.  The invite can be found online at: http://www.newrules.org/de/fitconference.html 
Best Regards,
Dane Cobble
Yes 1A Issue Committee – Treasurer

2732 Winding Trail Place
Boulder, CO 80304
Tel: 303-434-1576
Fax: 303-484-5635
Email: dane.cobble@yahoo.com

Dane Cobble
Summary of conversation with
Commissioner James Tarpey from 10:15am to 10:45am 

December 4th, 2008

Docket: 08I-113EG

I. Much Greater Urgency is Required in our transition from Coal to True Renewable (non-nuclear) Sources of Energy 
· Estimates of our nation’s coal supply are wildly overstated.  The claim that we 200 + years worth of coal in the ground does not take into account the energy and expense to get the coal out.  We may have as little as 10 or 20 years of economically extractable coal.  

· Failure to move extremely quickly to non-coal, truly renewable resources, will result in severe economic and social problems.
· The principle of what is “economically extractable” coal must become the key discussion point in any of coal reserves.  
· As promised, I will submit research to this effect. 
II. The Mission Statement of the PUC should be rewritten to address the scale of the problems we face and the desired and required parameters for solving these problems. The Mission Statement should reflect the following:
· No new Coal Plants
· No Nuclear Power (uneconomic and dangerous)
· Radically speed up transition to true renewables
· Ensure renewable power is affordable and available to all citizens 
III. Key Policy Changes to Facilitate and Speed Transition
· Enable 4 party PPAs.  The current 3 party limit constrains what is possible, especially in the 10 MW to 100 MW tier, the tier which has had the least success reaching targets.

· By enabling 4 party PPAs, the owner of the building no longer has to also be the customer.  This will facilitate rapid growth of solar installs for multi-family and multi-tenant commercial buildings.

· Reset the SO-REC (Renewable Energy Credit) back to $2.50 per watt especially for all affordable and multi-family applications.
· Note that it is misleading for Xcel to claim that the costs are the same to the individual owner, because the SO-REC came very quickly after installation.  With the Tax Credit, it can be over a Year before the individual gets “reimbursed”.  

· Add Feed-in Tariffs to the mix.  (These bullet points come from the ILSR Policy Brief)
· Feed-in Tariffs `have been found repeatedly to be the most economic way to drive adoption of renewable power sources.  

· 20-year tariffs stabilize project revenues, lowering the cost of capital for all investors.

· By supporting all commercial renewable technologies, tariffs create economies of scale. And tariff rates are set to allow for reasonable profits, no more. 
· Finally, by spreading the costs over all ratepayers, the cost to the individual household is very low. 
· Germany’s massive expansion of renewables (almost 25, 000 MW, equal to 25 large scale nuclear power plants) for example, costs the average German household $2 per month.
· By enabling broad participation, feed-in tariffs are more equitable than other renewable energy policies. Current renewable electricity standards tend to favor those institutions large enough to play in a wholesale market, typically utilities and large independent power producers. Federal tax credits benefit only those with sufficient tax liability to use the credits effectively. In contrast, tariff rates adjust for size and quality of resource, allowing producers of any size and any geographic region to participate.

· Commissioners and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission are invited to attend a conference titled:

· Bringing Renewable Energy Home: Energy Policies to Maximize Energy Security & Economic Development

· Hosted by the Institute for Local Self-Reliance on January 9, 2009 in Northfield, MN.

· Online at: http://www.newrules.org/de/fitconference.html 

· The 1-day Conference will have a strong focus on Feed-in Tariffs. 

