BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Docket No. 08I-113EG

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION OF REGULATORY AND RATE INCENTIVES FOR GAS AND ELECTRIC UTILITIES

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION’S INITIAL COMMENTS REGARDING SCOPE OF INVESTIGATORY DOCKET


Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos”), by and through its undersigned counsel, respectfully submits the following initial comments regarding the scope of this proceeding as solicited by the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado (“Commission”) in Decision No. C08-0448, (“Order Opening Investigatory Docket and Notice of Inquiry” or “Order”) adopted by the Commission on March 26, 2008.  To that end, Atmos states as follows:


1.
On April 29, 2008, the Commission issued Decision No. C08-0448 through which the Commission opened this investigatory docket concerning regulatory structures and incentives that influence electric and gas utility actions under existing regulatory structures in Colorado and concerning alternative incentives and alternate regulatory and rate structures that may alter or influence utility actions.  (See, Commission Decision No. C08-0448 at ¶II, A. 1, p. 4)

2.
In Decision No. C08-0448, the Commission invited interested persons to submit comments on the scope of the proceeding within 30 days of the mailed date of its order.  (See, Commission Decision No. C08-0448 at ¶II, A. 4, p. 5). 

3.
Atmos looks forward to participating actively in this very important docket and to that end, believes that the list of issues articulated by the Commission in Decision No. C08-0448 provides a well-consider starting point.  While Atmos will undoubtedly raise additional issues in this proceeding, Atmos does anticipate that it will take the opportunity to present its views regarding the merits of implementing a monthly gas cost adjustment mechanism, as well as a single, state-wide base rate on Atmos’ system.  Atmos may also be interested in pursuing a discussion with the Commission regarding simplified regulatory approaches that might be made available to natural gas utilities in a vein that is perhaps similar to that which is available to certain water utility companies. 


4.
Atmos requests that notice of matters relating to this proceeding and copies of orders, prefiled testimony, exhibits and all pleadings, discovery and other communications be served upon the following: 




Thomas R. O’Donnell




Holland & Hart LLP




555 17th Street, 




Suite 3200




Denver, CO  80202




Telephone:  (303) 295-8291




Fax: (303) 295-8261




todonnell@hollandhart.com

Karen P. Wilkes

Vice President, Regulatory & Public Affairs

1301 Pennsylvania Street, Suite 800

Denver, CO  80203

Telephone: (303) 831-5667

karen.wilkes@atmosenergy.com



WHEREFORE, Atmos thanks the Commission for the opportunity to participate in this proceeding and looks forward to a productive exchange of information and ideas. 


DATED:
May 29, 2008.







Respectfully submitted,







HOLLAND & HART LLP







By:______________________________



Thomas R. O’Donnell, #15185



Holland & Hart, LLP



555 17th Street, Suite 3200



Denver, CO 80202



Telephone:  303.295.8291


ATTORNEYS FOR ATMOS ENERGY 
CORPORATION 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 29th day of May, 2008, an original and ten (10) copies and a CD of the foregoing ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION’S INITIAL COMMENTS REGARDING SCOPE OF INVESTIGATORY DOCKET were served via hand delivery on:

Doug Dean, Director

Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, CO  80202





____________________________________________

3877319_1.DOC
PAGE  
4

