Decision No. C95-1211

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 94C-587T

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO VIOLATIONS OF RULES REGULATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES (4 CCR 723-2) BY U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

ORDER GRANTING:  (1) MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME; AND
(2) JOINT REQUEST TO DEFER CONSIDERATION OF U S WEST'S
APPLICATION FOR REHEARING, REARGUMENT, OR RECONSIDERATION
Mailed Date:  December 4, 1995

Adopted Date:  November 29, 1995

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1.
This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of: (1) the motion for extension of time of U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), for filing its third quarterly service quality report; and (2) the joint request to defer consideration of USWC's Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration (the "Joint Request").  The Joint Request was filed by the Coalition of Rural Telecommunications Users on behalf of all of the parties to the docket, namely itself, the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, the Office of Consumer Counsel, the Independent Telephone Companies, and USWC.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant the motion and the Joint Request.


2.
Motion for Extension of Time:  Pursuant to Decision No. C95-236 in this docket, USWC is required to file quarterly reports concerning the status of its service quality results in various areas.  That decision requires the report to be submitted within 30 days of the end of each quarter, which, for the third reporting period, was October 30, 1995.  USWC moved for an extension of time until November 1, 1995 because it was still compiling information and because its counsel was out of town.  The Commission finds that the above explanation constitutes good cause for the requested extension of time to file the third quarterly service quality report.


3.
Joint Request:  USWC filed its Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration of Decision No. C95-1037 on November 8, 1995.  On November 28, 1995, all parties to this docket jointly requested the Commission to defer consideration of USWC's application until December 13, 1995.  The parties support their position on the grounds that they have entered into settlement discussions concerning an issue raised in USWC's application, specifically the administration of the reparations.  The Commission finds that the ongoing nature of the settlement discussions is good cause for granting the Joint Request.


4.
Section 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., requires the Commission to consider and act upon an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration within 30 days of it being filed and that a failure to act on the application within such period constitutes a denial thereof.  By this decision, the Commission is acting on the application within the statutory period.  


5.
Finally, in order to ensure that USWC's Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration can be considered at the Open Meeting on December 13, 1995, the Commission must be informed on or before December 8, 1995 as to the success or failure of the settlement discussions and, if any, the unresolved issues in USWC's Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s motion for extension of time to file its third quarterly service quality report is granted.



2.
The joint request to defer consideration of U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration filed by the Coalition of Rural Telecommunications Users on behalf of itself, the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, the Office of Consumer Counsel, the Independent Telephone Companies, and U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted.



3.
The Commission extends the time for ruling on U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration to and including December 20, 1995.  



4.
The Commission shall be notified as to the success or failure of the settlement discussions between the parties and, if any, the unresolved issues in U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration on or before December 8, 1995 so as to ensure its compliance with ordering paragraph 3.



5.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING November 29, 1995.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners
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