Decision No. C96-0528

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

CASE NO. 6396

IN THE MATTER OF THE DESIGNATION OF ELECTRIC UTILITY TRANSMISSION FACILITIES AND ELECTRIC UTILITY GENERATION FACILITIES FOR WHICH AN APPLICATION TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IS REQUIRED, OR THE FILING OF A FORMAL DETERMINATION THAT NO CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION GIVING NOTICE OF FILING

Mailed Date:  May 24, 1996

Adopted Date:  May 22, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement


1.
On November 30, 1983, in Case No. 5320, the Commission by Decision No. C83-1791 modified Rule 18 of the Commission's Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Rule 18 requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later that April 30 of each year, a schedule of its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years, as described in Sections (d) and (e) of Rule 18.


2.
Rule 18 further provides that within 30 days following the submission of the information, the Staff of the Commission ("Staff") shall make its recommendations to the Commission on whether an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or formal determination that no certificate is required.  The new construction or extension of transmission projects and facilities which will result in a ten-megawatt or greater increase in generating capacity for the utility, and which are scheduled to begin in the next calendar year, are the projects which are included in Rule 18.


3.
Rule 18 also provides that the Commission shall issue its decision on whether or not a certificate is required, or whether an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or a formal determination regarding the necessity of a certificate is required, within 60 days of April 30 of the calendar year in which the data are filed.


4.
Rule 18(g) provides that the information filed by each utility shall be public information, available for inspection at the offices of the Commission, during regular business days and hours.  The rule further provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments in regard to the projects identified by the data filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing of data.  Because 15 days from the filing of the data have expired, the Commission will allow comments to be filed 15 days after the mailing of this decision.


5.
The following utilities have filed information on proposed construction projects as listed:

INVESTOR-OWNED UTILITIES
Public Service Company of Colorado
1.
Shoshone-Rifle 69kV/115kV Upgrade (New Reporting)

2.
Pawnee Turbine Blade Upgrade (New Reporting)

WestPlains Energy
1.
Pueblo 141 MW Combined Cycle Generation Addition (Previously Reported - CPCN granted Decision R95-372)

2.
Pueblo Reader Substation - 115 kV Line Termination For Reader-Power Plant New 115kV Line (New Reporting)

3.
Pueblo Memorial Airport Substation - 69kV to 115kV Conversion (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C92-1183)

4.
Pueblo Airport Industrial Park Substation - 115kV Line Protection (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C89-1061)

5.
Pueblo Reader Substation - 115kV Line Termination For Reader-Pueblo Memorial Airport 115kV Line (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C89-1061)

6.
Reader-Pueblo Memorial Airport Substation 115kV Line (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C91-949)

7.
Blende Substation - 69kV Line Termination (New Reporting)

8.
Reader-Blende 69kV Line Re-route (New Reporting)

9.
Cripple Creek Substation - 2nd 69/13.8kV Transformer (New Reporting)

RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATIONS
Intermountain Rural Electric Association
1.
Elizabeth-Kiowa 115kV Transmission Line (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C84-1218)

2.
Plum Creek Substation - New 115kV Facility (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C95-616)

3.
Divide 69/115kV Substation Modification (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C95-616)

4.
Parker Substation - 2nd Transformer (Previously Reported -CPCN not required Decision C95-616)

5.
Woodland Park Substation - 2nd 115kV Transformer (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C95-616)

6.
Wolfsenberger Substation - 2nd Transformer (Previously Reported - CPCN not required C95-616)

7.
Woodland Park Substation - Upgrade Existing 69kV Transformer to 115kV (Previously Reported - CPCN not required Decision C95-616)

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
1.
Blue Door-Cortez 46/115kV Line Replacement (Previously Reported by Empire Electric Association, Inc. - CPCN not required Decision C91-949)

2.
Comanche-Walsenberg 230kV Transmission Line (Previously Reported by Colorado-Ute Electric Association, Inc. - CPCN not required Decision C90-1125)

3.
Cortez-Empire 46/115kV Line Replacement (Previously Reported by Empire Electric Association, Inc. - CPCN not required Decision C91-949)

4.
Fraser Valley Loop Service (Previously Reported - CPCN required Decision C94-810)

5.
Montrose-Colona 115kV Transmission Line (Previously Reported by Colorado-Ute Electric Association, Inc. - CPCN not required Decision C91-949)

6.
Falcon-Monument 69/115kV Conversion (Previously Reported -CPCN not required Decision C92-1183)

7.
North Yuma-Red Willow 115kV Upgrade (Previously Reported -CPCN required Decision C95-616)

8.
Prospect Valley-Sand Creek Tap 115kV Transmission Line (New Reporting)

9.
Durango-Lost Canyon 115kV Line Upgrade (New Reporting)

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
Notice is hereby given that certain investor-owned utilities and rural electric cooperative associations have submitted information about the proposed construction of transmission and generation facilities in accordance with Rule 18 of the Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities to the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado.  Under that rule, you are notified that the information is available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business days and hours.



2.
Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the projects identified by the data now filed with the Commission, under Rule 18(f) of the Commission’s Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, within 15 days after the Mailed Date of this Decision.  The Commission will consider any comments in determining which projects do not require a certificate of public convenience and necessity and which projects the utility will be required to file an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or a formal determination that a certificate is not required.

B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING May 22, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners
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