Decision No. C96-1259

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96S-331T 

RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 2617, REGARDING TARIFFS FOR INTERCONNECTION, LOCAL TERMINATION UNBUNDLING AND RESALE OF SERVICES.

NOTICE OF ADDITIONAL HEARINGS

Mailed Date:  December 3, 1996

Adopted Date:  November 27, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement


1.
In Decision No. C96-911, the Commission scheduled certain hearing dates in this matter.  That hearing schedule was established based upon discussions with the parties at the prehearing conference conducted on August 1, 1996.  At that time, Docket Nos. 96A-287T, 96A-329T, 96A-345T, 96A-356T, and 96A-366T (the consolidated Arbitration Proceedings) were still scheduled to be heard by the Commission.  In fact, the Commission has since concluded all hearings in the consolidated Arbitration Proceedings,  and has now entered initial decisions on a number of the Petitions for Arbitration.  Decision No. C96-911 scheduled the hearings in the instant matter based upon the parties' and the Commission's belief that a substantial portion of the issues in the present docket would be settled, or at least substantially influenced, by the forthcoming decisions in the consolidated Arbitration Proceedings.  Specifically, it was the parties' and the Commission's belief that the decisions in the consolidated Arbitration Proceeding would affect the costing and pricing issues presented in the present docket.


2.
However, in the consolidated Arbitration Proceedings, the Commission, in response to the Motion to Sever Consideration of U S WEST TELRIC Cost Studies filed by TCG Colorado, determined that all costing and pricing issues relating to resale of U S WEST Communications, Inc.'s ("USWC") services, interconnection, and unbundled network elements on the part of USWC will be determined in the instant docket.  In light of our ruling upon the TCG motion to sever, we conclude that additional hearing days will be necessary for the present matter.  Therefore, we will order that hearings in this docket commence on March 3, 1997.  Hearings will continue, as necessary, on March 4 through 7, and 10 through 14, 1997.


3.
Trial Data Certificates and prehearing motions shall be filed by the parties on or before February 19, 1996.
  The prehearing conference for this docket will be rescheduled to February 21, 1997.
  Except as specifically modified here, all other procedural requirements set forth in Decision No. C96-911 shall remain in effect.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
Consistent with the above discussion, the procedural schedule previously established in Decision No. C96-911 is modified.  Hearing in the instant docket shall commence:

DATE:
March 3, 1997

TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

Hearings shall continue as necessary on March 4 through 7, and 10 through 14, 1997.  Unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, all hearings shall commence at 8:30 a.m.



2.
Consistent with the above discussion, the procedural schedule previously established in Decision No. C96-911 is modified.  A prehearing conference in this matter shall be held at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
February 21, 1997

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado



3.
Consistent with the above discussion, the procedural schedule previously established in Decision No. C96-911 is modified.  The parties shall file Trial Data Certificates and pre-hearing motions on or before February 19, 1997.



4.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMiSSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
November 27, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

ROBERT J. HIX

VINCENT MAJKOWSKI

R. BRENT ALDERFER

Commissioners

    � Hearings for March 10 through 14, 1997 were established by Decision No. C96-911.  The instant order retains those hearing days.


    � Decision No. C96-911 required the filing of Trial Data Certificates and Motions by February 26, 1997.


    � Decision No. C96-911 had scheduled the prehearing conference for February 28, 1997.
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