Decision No. C95-1102

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95S-292E

RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY WESTPLAINS ENERGY WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 536.


ORDER SETTING HEARING AND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE
Mailed Date:  November 3, 1995

Adopted Date:  November 1, 1995

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement

1.
The parties to this case, WestPlains Energy, Commission Staff, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, filed their Motion to Approve Settlement Agreement and to Close Docket on October 6, 1995.  The agreement between the parties is significant inasmuch as it revises the Electric Cost Adjustment ("ECA") currently in effect for WestPlains Energy.  The settlement agreement is intended, in part, to comply with Decision No. C95-248 in which we stated that existing ECA mechanisms for all electric utilities subject to our jurisdiction should be investigated.  In particular, we held that such an investigation of each utility's ECA should include an examination as to whether ECA mechanisms should be continued.


2.
Given the significance of the proposed settlement agreement, we now set a hearing in this matter to require the parties to fully explain the agreement to the Commission.  At the hearing in this matter, the parties should also explain how the settlement agreement addresses the directives issued by the Commission in Decision No. C95-248.  Additionally, the parties are directed to address how the cut-over to the proposed Incentive Cost Adjustment ("ICA") would be handled.  In particular, how the previous month's ECA recoveries and the over/under ECA recoveries would be treated under the ICA.


3.
Hearing is set for the dates stated below.  The parties shall be required to submit prefiled direct testimony addressing the settlement agreement and the other issues stated in this decision by November 22, 1995.  The parties shall be permitted to file answer testimony on or before December 13, 1995.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.  Consistent with the above discussion, hearing shall be held in this matter at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
December 21, 1995

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado



2.
Consistent with the above discussion, the parties are directed to file direct testimony on or before November 22, 1995.  Answer testimony shall be filed on or before December 13, 1995.



3.
A prehearing conference to discuss necessary procedural matters before hearing shall be held at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
December 15, 1995

TIME:
9:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado



4.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING November 1, 1995.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners

3

