Decision No. C96-0446

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION (1) TO MERGE WITH SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A REGISTERED PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY AND FOR ISSUANCE OF SECURITIES IN CONJUNCTION THEREWITH AND (2) TO IMPLEMENT A FIVE-YEAR REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNING SHARING MECHANISM; FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION EXTENDING TIME FOR DECISION

Mailed Date:  April 26, 1996

Adopted Date:  April 24, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement


1.
Applicant Public Service Company of Colorado filed the within application for commission authorization (1) to merge with Southwestern Public Service Company through the formation of a registered public utility holding company and for issuance of securities in conjunction therewith; and (2) to implement a five-year regulatory plan which includes an earning sharing mechanism; for establishment of a procedural schedule; and for such other relief as may be appropriate or necessary on November 11, 1995.  The application was accompanied by supporting testimony and exhibits, and was deemed complete by the Commission on December 29, 1995.  Therefore, pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., the Commission must issue a decision on the application within 120 days, or by April 27, 1996.  However, under the provisions of § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., the time for decision may be extended by an additional period not to exceed 90 days, if the Commission finds that additional time is required.


2.
The Commission finds that its consideration of this matter will not be completed before April 27, 1996 and it is therefore necessary to extend the time for decision.  We hereby extend the time for decision in this matter an additional 90 days, to July 26, 1996.  We retain jurisdiction to enter further orders in this matter.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
The time for decision in this matter is extended to July 26, 1996.  The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further orders in this case.



2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING April 24, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER CHRISTINE E. M. ALVAREZ

RESIGNED EFFECTIVE APRIL 5, 1996.
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