Decision No. C94-1295

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 90A-665T

THE APPLICATION OF THE MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, D/B/A U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., FOR APPROVAL OF A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR RATE AND SERVICE REGULATION AND FOR A SHARED EARNINGS PROGRAM.

COMMISSION ORDER DENYING MOTION TO RESCHEDULE HEARING

Mailed Date:  October 4, 1994

Adopted Date:  September 28, 1994

STATEMENT

BY THE COMMISSION:

This docket comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") on Motion of Staff to Reconsider Decision No. C94-1208, to Vacate and to Reschedule Hearing, and to Establish a New Procedural Schedule and Motion of Staff to Shorten Response Time filed September 26, 1994.  U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST" or "Company"), filed a response to said motion on September 27, 1994.

Because U S WEST has filed a response, and because of the pending October 3, 1994, filing date, we will grant Staff's motion to waive response time.

The Commission will deny Staff's motion to modify the schedule set forth in Decision No. C94-1208.  While we do not foreclose the possibility in subsequent annual reviews to modify the time periods set forth in Decision No. C92-1377, we are not convinced in the present case that such a modification as suggested by Staff here is appropriate.  First, the limited time frames set out in Decision No. C92-1377, require Staff to take on a diligent monitoring of U S WEST's financial status.  Staff must have much of its work ready before the June 1 filing so that it can present the necessary information and objection to the Commission at the end of the 30-day comment period.  In this particular case, Staff has had three additional months to audit U S WEST's report.  Staff also has had the opportunity to review the Company's records in connection with the Other Post-Employment Employee Benefits filing in Docket No. 93S-736T.  Finally, Staff initially indicated in its June 1994, report to this Commission that it had completed its analysis of U S WEST's report.  For these reasons, we will deny Staff's motion to modify the procedural schedule set forth in Decision No. C94-1208.

THEREFORE THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:

1.
The waiver of the response time to Staff's Motion to Reconsider Decision No. C94-1208 is granted.

2.
Staff's Motion to Reconsider Decision No. C94-1208 is denied.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING September 28, 1994.  
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