Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C15-0902-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 15A-0502E, 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, & 13A-0447E

C15-0902-IDecision No. C15-0902-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING15A-0502E NO. 15A-0502E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO PURCHASE AND OWN A 60 MEGAWATT WIND ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT PURSUANT TO DECISION NO. C15-0373.
PROCEEDING13A-0445E NO. 13A-0445E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR (1) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013 ELECTRIC RESOURCE PLAN, AND (2) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013-2014 RES COMPLIANCE PLAN.

 PROCEEDING NO. 13A-0446E 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT A POWER PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40 MW SIMPLE CYCLE COMBUSTION TURBINE AND ASSOCIATED BALANCE OF PLANT PURSUANT TO COMMISSION DECISION NO. C12-1434. 

PROCEEDING NO. 13A-0447E 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RETIREMENT OF PUEBLO 5 AND 6.
INTERIM DECISION GRANTING MOTION FOR EXTENsION OF TIME FOR STAFF 
TO FILE ITS REPORT REGARDING BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY 
COMPANY, LP’S 2014 RENEWABLE 
ENERGY STANDARD COMPLIANCE 
PLAN AND WAIVER OF RESPONSE TIME
Mailed Date:  
August 20, 2015
Adopted Date:  
August 19, 2015

I. BY THE COMMISSION

1. This Decision approves a Motion to extend the deadline by which Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) must file its report assessing Black Hills/Colorado Electric Company, LP’s (Black Hills or the Company) 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Report (RES Compliance Report) and establishes October 16, 2015 as the deadline for Staff to file its report.
A. Statement

2. On June 1, 2015, in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E, Black Hills filed its 
2014 RES Compliance Report pursuant to Rule 3662 of the Commission’s RES Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3650, et seq. 

3. Rule 3663(a)(III) of the Commission’s RES Rules requires Staff to review the 2014 RES Compliance Report and, within 60 days of its filing, make recommendations to the Commission as to whether the Company complied with the Renewable Energy Standard during the 2014 compliance year, whether any changes to the RES Compliance Report are needed, and whether a hearing is necessary. 
4. On August 12, 2015, Staff filed a Motion requesting the Commission extend the deadline for Staff to file its recommendations pursuant to Rule 3663(a)(III) and requesting a waiver of response time to the motion. 

B. Discussion

5. In its Motion, Staff states it has been unable to perform a review of Black Hills’ RES Compliance Report due to the number of proceedings in which it is engaged.  Staff seeks additional time to conduct an in-depth analysis of the RES Compliance Report and to properly validate the information included in it.  To provide sufficient time for its review, Staff recommends the Commission establish October 16, 2015 as the deadline to file Staff’s recommendations.
6. We find good cause to grant the Motion and set October 16, 2015 as the deadline for Staff to file its recommendations under Rule 3663(a)(III).  Granting the Motion and waiving response time will prejudice no party. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to extend the deadline by which Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) must file its report assessing Black Hills/Colorado Electric Company, LP 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Report filed on August 12, 2015 is granted consistent with the discussion above. 

2. Staff shall file its recommendations under Rule 3663(a)(III) of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 no later than October 16, 2015. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 19, 2015.
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