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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING13A-0445E NO. 13A-0445E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR (1) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013 ELECTRIC RESOURCE PLAN, AND (2) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013-2014 RES COMPLIANCE PLAN.
PROCEEDING13A-1184E NO. 13A-0446E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT A POWER PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40 MW SIMPLE CYCLE COMBUSTION TURBINE AND ASSOCIATED BALANCE OF PLANT PURSUANT TO COMMISSION DECISION NO. C12-1434.
PROCEEDING13A-1184E NO. 13A-0447E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RETIREMENT OF PUEBLO 5 AND 6.
interim decision granting 
shortened response time and granting motion for leave to file late comments
Mailed Date:  
January 14, 2015
Adopted Date:  
January 14, 2015

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. By this Decision, we grant shortened response time to the Motion to Intervene filed on January 12, 2015 by Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC (Invenergy), and we grant the Motion for Leave to File Comments One Day Late, which was filed on January 13, 2015, by Western Resource Advocates (WRA).

B. Shortened Response Time 

2. On January 12, 2015, Invenergy filed its Motion to Intervene Out of Time (Motion) in the above-captioned applications of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility (Black Hills).  Invenergy requests permission to intervene to comment on the 120-day report filed by Black Hills in support of its application for approval of its 2013 Electric Resource Plan.
   Invenergy filed comments to the 120-day report in conjunction with its Motion.

3. Within its Motion, Invenergy states that one of its wind generation projects was specifically discussed in the 120-day report.  Invenergy claims it has standing to intervene because it has a pecuniary and a tangible interest that may be substantially affected by the outcome of the proceedings in this proceeding.      
4. Rule 1400 of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, provides for a 14-day response time to motions.  However, the Commission may, pursuant to Rule 1003, 4 CCR 723-1, waive its rules upon the Commission’s own motion.  

5. To enable the Commission to make a timely decision about whether to grant Invenergy’s Motion, and to provide sufficient time for Black Hills to reply to the comments to the 120-day report,
 we find good cause to shorten response time to the Motion.  Therefore, response time to the Motion is shortened to Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at noon.


C. Late-filed Comments
6. Pursuant to Rule 3613(f), 4 CCR 723-3, comments to the120-day report were due on January 12, 2015.  WRA filed comments on January 13, 2015 along with a Motion for Leave to File Comments One Day Late.  In its motion, WRA states that it filed its comments at 5:01 p.m. on January 12, 2015, and served courtesy copies of its comments on all parties to this proceeding via email by 5:20 p.m.  

7. We conclude that there is good cause to grant WRA’s motion.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Upon the Commission’s own motion, response time to the motion filed January 12, 2015, by Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC, is shortened.  Responses to the motion shall be filed no later than January 20, 2015.

2. The motion filed January 13, 2015, by Western Resource Advocates, requesting leave to file comments one day late, is granted.
3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 14, 2015.
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� Pursuant to Rule 3613(d) of the Commission Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, Black Hills submitted a report to the Commission describing the cost-effective resource plans that conform to the range of scenarios for assessing the costs and benefits of potential acquisitions of new renewable energy resources (120-day report).


� Interveners may file comments to the 120-day report within 45 days.  Rule 3613(f), 4 CCR 723-3.


� Black Hills may reply to interveners’ comments to the 120-day report by January 26, 2015.  See Rule 3613(g), 4 CCR 723-3. 
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