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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY IN THIS PROCEEDING, AN INTERESTED PERSON MUST INTERVENE WITHIN THE 
20-DAY INTERVENTION PERIOD ESTABLISHED BY THIS INTERIM DECISION.  

I. STATEMENT  
1. On December 17, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, PSCo, or the Company) filed Advice Letter No. 791-Gas with proposed tariff sheets.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 10AL-963G.  

2. In that filing and as pertinent here, Public Service sought Commission approval of a Pipeline Safety Integrity Adjustment (PSIA) rate rider.  The purpose of the PSIA is to allow Public Service to recover the capital expenditures and operations and maintenance costs of certain pipeline system integrity initiatives or projects.  

3. On May 25, 2011, Public Service, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a Settlement Agreement.  With respect to the PSIA and as pertinent here, the Settlement Agreement allowed the Company to implement the PSIA and required Public Service to submit each year, by April 1st, a report detailing the PSIA-related costs incurred during the previous calendar year.  The annual report would explain how the project costs were managed and would provide explanations regarding deviations between budgeted and actual costs.  

4. On July 8, 2011, Hearing Commissioner Baker issued Decision No. R11-0743 (Recommended Decision).  The Hearing Commissioner modified the Settlement Agreement by limiting the initial term of the PSIA to three calendar years.  The Recommended Decision required Public Service to file, by October 1, 2014, an application to obtain reinstatement of the PSIA rider for a period of an additional three years, if the Company thought such an extension was warranted.  The Recommended Decision granted, in part, the Settlement Agreement and, as modified, the PSIA provisions.  
5. On September 1, 2011, the Commission issued Decision No. C11-0946.  In that Decision and on consideration of exceptions to the Recommended Decision, the Commission upheld the approved mechanics of the PSIA but modified the date for filing a reinstatement application so that it is to be filed no later than July 1, 2014.  

6. Pursuant to the terms of the approved Settlement Agreement
 and filed tariffs, the PSIA rider took effect on January 1, 2012.  

7. Public Service timely filed its first PSIA Report on April 1, 2013; that filing was made in Proceeding No. 10AL-963G.  OCC and Staff made filings in response to PSCo’s PSIA Report.  After consideration of all filings, by Decision No. C13-0587-I
 and 
as pertinent here, the Commission ordered the Company to file additional information with respect to the April 1, 2013 PSIA Report.  The Company filed the additional information on June 10, 2013.  

8. The approved Settlement Agreement contains no detail with respect to the content of the annual filings that Public Service must make under the Settlement Agreement and PSCo’s tariffs.  The absence of clarity with respect to the content of the filings has raised issues with respect to the PSIA Report filed on April 1, 2013.  

9. On August 8, 2013, by Decision No. C13-0964, the Commission opened this Proceeding and referred it to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  In that Decision, the Commission stated:  

The ALJ shall issue a recommended decision in this separate proceeding that establishes requirements for the future Public Service PSIA advice letter filings and annual reports.  Public Service, Staff, and the OCC shall be declared necessary parties in that proceeding, and the ALJ shall establish a notice and intervention period for other entities seeking to intervene.  The ALJ shall require parties to file comments and/or testimony regarding their positions on the appropriate content of the advice letter filings and annual reports.  Parties may also comment on the appropriate review process for each filing.  

 
The ALJ may take evidence and [may] make findings regarding the October PSIA advice letter filing on a priority basis such that requirements and guidelines are established in time for that filing.  

Decision No. C13-0964 at ¶¶ 28-29 (emphasis supplied); see also id. at Ordering Paragraph No. 3.  As may be obvious by the date of the instant Interim Decision, the ALJ will not issue a recommended decision in this Proceeding in time to have requirements and guidelines in place prior to PSCo’s October 2013 PSIA Advice Letter filing.  

10. By Commission order, the following are parties in this Proceeding:  Public Service, Staff, and OCC.  Although these parties do not need to intervene, counsel for each of the parties must enter an appearance within the intervention period.  

11. By this Interim Decision, the ALJ will establish a 20-day period during which interested persons must intervene in this proceeding.  

12. After the close of the intervention period, the ALJ will issue an interim decision addressing development of the procedural schedule in this inquiry.  

13. The Parties are advised, and are on notice, that the ALJ expects each party to be familiar with, and to abide by, the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723 Part 1.  These Rules are available on-line at www.dora.colorado.gov/puc.  

14. The Parties are advised, and are on notice, that the date of filing with the Commission is the date on which the Commission receives a document.  Thus, for example, if a document is placed in the mail on the date on which the document is to be filed, then the document is not filed timely with the Commission.  

15. The Parties are advised, and are on notice, that the Commission has an 
E-Filings System available.  One may learn about, and -- if one wishes to do so -- may register to use, the E-Filings System at www.dora.colorado.gov/puc.  Registration to use the E-Filings System is optional.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Any person, as defined in § 40-1-102(10), C.R.S., that desires to participate as a party in this Proceeding shall file an intervention with the Commission within the 20 days following the mailing date of this Interim Decision.  

2. Counsel for Public Service Company of Colorado shall enter an appearance in this Proceeding no later than the expiration of the intervention period.  

3. Counsel for the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall enter an appearance in this Proceeding no later than the expiration of the intervention period.  

4. Counsel for Staff of the Commission shall enter an appearance in this Proceeding no later than the expiration of the intervention period.  

5. Administrative Staff of the Commission shall give notice of this Proceeding to all persons who have requested notice of proceedings pertaining to natural gas utilities.  
6. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  The Settlement Agreement is Attachment 1 to Decision No. C11-0946.  


�  This Interim Decision was issued on May 20, 2013 in Proceeding No. 10AL-963G.  
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