Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C13-0495
Docket NoS. 11A-869E, 12A-782E, & 12A-785E

C13-0495Decision No. C13-0495
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

11A-869EDOCKET NO. 11A-869E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR Approval of its 2011 Electric resource plan.
12A-782EDOCKET NO. 12A-782E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Public service company of colorado FOR APPROVAL OF THE ACQUISITION OF THE BRUSH 1, 3, AND 4 GENERATION FACILITIES AND IN CONNECTION THEREWITH THE GRANT OF CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IF REQUIRED AND THE APPROVAL OF COST RECOVERY THROUGH A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT. 
12A-785EDOCKET NO. 12A-785E

IN THE MATTER OF THE VERIFIED APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR APPROVAL OF THE POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR 118.8 MW OF NATURAL GAS GENERATION, EARLY RETIREMENT OF ARAPAHOE UNIT 4, AND A GAS SALES AGREEMENT. 
ORDER APPROVING INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR CONTRACT, ESTABLISHING INVOICE APPROVAL PROCEDURES, AND OPENING A SEPARATE 
DOCKET TO RECEIVE WEEKLY CONTACT LOGS
Mailed Date:  
April 30, 2013
Adopted Date:
April 24, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 1, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed a Notice of Filing of Independent Evaluator Contract
 and Request for Approval   Pursuant to Rule 3612(b).

2. As discussed below, we approve the independent evaluator (IE) contract, establish procedures concerning invoices for the IE’s services, and open a separate administrative docket for the sole purpose of posting on the Commission’s website the weekly contact logs of the IE.

B. Discussion, Findings, and Conclusion

3. By Decision No. C13-0323, issued on March 15, 2013, the Commission approved Accion Group, Inc. (Accion) as the IE to fulfill the requirements as set forth in Decision No. C13-0094
 and the Commission’s Electric Resource Planning Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3600, et seq. (ERP Rules).  Additional requirements for the IE were established by Decision No. C13-0328 granting Public Service’s Motion of Expedited Wind Procedures and Rule Waivers issued on March 15, 2013. 

4. Pursuant to paragraph 3612(b) of the ERP Rules, Public Service requests approval of its contract with Accion.

5. In support of its filing, Public Service states that it consulted with Commission Staff throughout the development of the scope of work in the contract with Accion.  
6. No parties filed an objection or comments to Public Service’s proposal to approve the contract.

7. Based upon our review of the contract and its exhibits, we find that the proposed contract adequately addresses the requirements of Decision Nos. C13-0094, C13-0323, and 
C13-0328 as well as the applicable ERP Rules, and therefore approve the contract.

8. In addition, we direct Public Service to approve the invoices from the IE, consistent with the scope of work established in Exhibit B to the contract.  However, within seven calendar days of Public Service approving an invoice, the Company shall provide a copy to the Commission Director for the purpose of allowing the Commission to monitor the expenditures associated with the work performed by the IE.
9. Paragraph 3612(d) of the ERP Rules requires the IE to maintain a log that briefly identifies the entities communicating with the IE, the date and duration of the communication, the means of communication, the topics discussed, and the materials exchanged, if any.  The ERP Rules also require that the IE’s contact log be posted on the Commission’s website for the duration of the IE’s contract.

10. For the sole purpose of posting the IE’s contact log on the Commission’s website, we open a separate administrative docket in order to receive the weekly IE contact logs through the Commission’s e-filing system.  Interested persons may then access the IE contact log by signing into the e-filings system through the Commission’s website.  The administrative docket is Docket No. 13M-0425E.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The contract with Accion Group, Inc. (Accion), filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on April 1, 2013, is approved, consistent with the above discussion.  Accion shall serve as the independent evaluator (IE) in Phase II of this Electric Resource Plan proceeding in accordance with Decision No. C13-0323, issued on March 15, 2013.
2. Public Service shall approve the invoices from the IE, consistent with the scope of work established in Exhibit B to the approved contract.  Within seven calendar days of Public Service approving an invoice from the IE, the Company shall provide a copy to the Commission Director, consistent with the above discussion.  

3. A separate administrative docket will be opened to receive the weekly IE contact logs as required by 4 Code of Colorado Regulations of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 723-3-3612(d) for the sole purpose of posting the IE’s contact log on the Commission’s website.
4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 24, 2013.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� Public Service filed the contract on April 2, 2013, along with a statement of technical difficulty.


�Decision No. C13-0323 addresses the first round of rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration to the Commission’s Phase I Order, Decision No. C13-0094 issued on January 24, 2013.
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