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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Background
1. By Decision No. C12-0039, issued January 17, 2012, the Commission commenced this docket as a vehicle for developing scenarios regarding the future of Colorado’s electric utility service.  In that order, the Commission expressed its desire to:  
(1) explore scenario planning as a tool for electric utility regulation; (2) develop a scenario planning/development process appropriate for the needs of the Commission; and (3) develop and adopt, for use in Commission proceedings, a set of independent, plausible scenarios for the future of Colorado’s electric utility sector.  In order to effectuate these goals, we noted that we would solicit participation from interested parties as the scenarios were developed.  

2. We intend for the scenario development process to be completed by the end of September 2012.  In order to accomplish this schedule, we anticipate an initial set of scenarios to be completed by July 2012.  Our general focus is in identifying potential changes and future trends in the Colorado electric utility sector that may affect electricity demand and supply over the next three decades.  For purposes of comments and discussion in this proceeding, 
the current and potential future trends in policies, technologies, behaviors, and economic factors that could result in significant changes to Colorado’s electricity supply and/or demand will be referred to as “key drivers”.  A “scenario” is defined as an internally-consistent
 set of one or more key drivers, including a future outlook for each key driver.  

3. A necessary first step in the scenario development process is a discussion with interested parties to gather public input on potential future trends that could impact the Colorado electric utility sector, within our time and resource constraints.  Toward that end, we find that a workshop at which interested parties may provide comments is appropriate.  At this workshop, to be held on March 19, 2012, we expect Commission Staff to outline the general process and timeline for scenario development and then for all interested parties to discuss key drivers anticipated to have substantial impact on the electric industry and consequences for Colorado’s electric utility service in particular over the next thirty years.  These discussions will then inform the scenarios developed.

4. For discussion at the workshop, we ask interested parties to come prepared to respond to the following question:


What emerging trends in policies, technologies, behaviors, and economic factors could impact Colorado’s electric utility service over the next thirty years?

5. We also invite parties to submit written comments after the workshop that address the above topic.  Written comments should be submitted no later than March 30, 2012.  


We ask that parties file electronic copies of comments via the Commission’s E-Filings website, which may be accessed at:  
https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. A workshop on the scenario development process, as it pertains to the future of Colorado’s electric utility service, shall be held as follows:

DATE:
March 19, 2012
TIME:
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
PLACE:
Public Utilities Commission 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

2. We also invite parties to submit written comments after the workshop that address the above topic.  Written comments should be submitted no later than March 30, 2012 using the Commission’s E-Filings system.

3. Notice of this Order shall be provided to the public and to all interested parties.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 29, 2012.
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� Internal consistency refers to the degree to which key drivers within a scenario interact logically to produce the impacts distinguishing a particular scenario of the future.
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