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I. statement

1. Pursuant to Decision No. R11-1287-I, issued on November 29, 2011, Staff of the Commission (Staff) was ordered to prefile Answer Testimony on December 16, 2011.

2. On December 15, 2011, Staff filed a Joint Motion to Vacate Date for Filing Answer Testimony (Joint Motion) and Request for Waiver of Response Time.  The Joint Motion is filed on behalf of Staff and Applicant Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos).  Atmos and Staff are the only parties in this Docket.

3. The Joint Motion is based on the parties’ active participation in settlement discussions.  Atmos and Staff have reached an agreement in principle and require more time to finalize a written resolution of all issues.  The parties request that the filing deadline for Answer Testimony be pushed back to December 22, 2011.

4. Given the likelihood of the parties reaching a settlement in this Docket, the undersigned administrative law judge (ALJ) finds good cause for vacating the provision of the procedural schedule requiring Answer Testimony to be prefiled on December 16, 2011.

5. In addition, as the only two parties in this Docket are in support of the relief sought by the Joint Motion, the ALJ discerns no prejudice in waiving the response time pursuant to the parties’ mutual request.

6. Response time to the Joint Motion as provided in Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400 will be waived.  The Joint Motion will be granted with the current deadline for prefiling Answer Testimony vacated and rescheduled to December 22, 2011.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time on the Joint Motion to Vacate Date for Filing Answer Testimony (Joint Motion) is waived.

2. The Joint Motion is granted.  The original deadline of December 16, 2011, for the prefiling of Answer Testimony is vacated.  The new deadline for the prefiling of Answer Testimony is December 22, 2011.

3. In the event the parties finalize a resolution of the issues in this Docket and file a settlement agreement for approval on or before December 22, 2011, then the deadline of December 22, 2011, for the prefiling of Answer Testimony will be vacated.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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