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I. statement  
1. On September 29, 2011, Kelly’s Insulation (Complainant) filed with the Commission a Formal Complaint against Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. and Eastern Colorado Utility Company (collectively, Respondents).  The Complaint commenced this proceeding.  

2. The Parties in this proceeding are Complainant and Respondents.  

3. By Minute Order dated October 5, 2011, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  

4. On October 5, 2011, the Commission issued to Respondents an Order to Satisfy or Answer.  On or before October 25, 2011, Respondents are to satisfy the Complaint or to file their answer (or other response) to the Complaint.  

5. At present, this proceeding is not at issue.  If and when Respondents put the Complaint at issue, the ALJ will issue an Order scheduling a prehearing conference in this proceeding.  

6. On October 5, 2011, the Commission issued an Order Setting Hearing and Notice of Hearing.  The evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled to be held in Denver, Colorado on November 21, 2011.  

7. The Parties are advised, and are on notice, that the ALJ may change the hearing date as a result of Respondents’ filing in response to the Complaint.  This will depend on the nature of their response.  Absent another Order, the hearing will be held as scheduled.  

8. Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1201 governs attorney representation of parties in matters before the Commission.  As pertinent here, Rule 4 CCR 
723-1-1201(a) provides that a party “shall be represented by an attorney at law, currently in good standing before the Colorado Supreme Court or the highest tribunal of another State as authorized in [Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure] 221.1.”  

9. Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure (Colo.R.Civ.P.) 221.1 governs pro hac vice admission of out-of-state attorneys in state agency proceedings.  As relevant here, 
Colo.R.Civ.P. 221.1 provides that the Commission (a state agency) may permit an out-of-state attorney to appear in a proceeding before it under the same filing requirements as set forth in Colo.R.Civ.P. 221, except that the requirements stated in Colo.R.Civ.P. 221(a)(ii), (b)(vi), and (b)(viii) do not apply.  

10. As pertinent to this Complaint proceeding, Colo.R.Civ.P. 221 provides:  


(a)
In order to be permitted to appear as counsel in a [Commission proceeding], the [out-of-state] attorney must first:  



(i)
File a verified motion requesting permission to appear with the [Commission];  

* * *  



(iii)
File a copy of the verified motion with the Clerk of the Colorado Supreme Court at the Attorney Registration Office at the same time the verified motion is filed with the [Commission];  



(iv)
Pay a $ 250 fee to the Clerk of the Colorado Supreme Court collected by the Attorney Registration Office; and  



(v)
Obtain permission from the [Commission] for such appearance.  


(b)
In the verified motion requesting permission to appear, the 
[out-of-state] attorney must include:  



(i)
A statement identifying all jurisdictions in which the attorney has been licensed;  



(ii)
A statement identifying by date, case name, and case number all other matters in Colorado in which pro hac vice admission has been sought in the preceding five years, and whether such admission was granted or denied;  



(iii)
A statement identifying all jurisdictions in which the attorney has been publicly disciplined, or in which the attorney has any pending disciplinary proceeding, including the date of the disciplinary action, the nature of the violation, and the penalty imposed;  



(iv)
A statement identifying the party or parties represented, and that the attorney has notified the party or parties represented of the verified motion requesting permission to appear;  



(v)
A statement that the attorney acknowledges he or she is subject to all applicable provisions of the Colorado Rules of Professional Conduct and the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure, and that such rules have been read and will be followed throughout the pro hac vice admission, and that the verified motion complies with those rules; [and]  

* * *  



(vii)
A certificate indicating service of the verified motion upon all counsel of record and the attorney’s client in the matter in which leave to appear pro hac vice is sought[.]  

11. Steven Grasz, Esquire, signed the Complaint.  From the body of the Complaint, it appears that Mr. Grasz is the attorney representing Complainant.  The Complaint shows that Mr. Grasz’s business address is in Omaha, Nebraska.  Review of the attorney registration information available on the website of the Colorado Supreme Court reveals that Mr. Grasz is not listed as an attorney admitted to practice before the Colorado Supreme Court.  Based on the foregoing, it appears that Mr. Grasz may not be licensed to practice law in Colorado.  

12. If Mr. Grasz is not licensed to practice law in Colorado, then he may not appear before the Commission in this proceeding until he has complied with Colo.R.Civ.P. 221.1 and has been granted leave to appear pro hac vice in this matter.  

13. If Mr. Grasz is licensed to practice law in Colorado, then he may appear in this matter by filing an entry of appearance on which his Colorado Attorney Registration Number appears.  Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1201(c).  In that event, Mr. Grasz need not comply with 
Colo.R.Civ.P. 221.1.  
II. ORDER  

A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Steven Grasz, Esquire, shall establish that he meets the requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1201(a) either (a) by complying with Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 221.1 (and the incorporated portions of Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 221), filing a motion for leave to appear pro hac vice in this proceeding, and obtaining permission to appear pro hac vice in this proceeding; or (b) by making a filing in this docket that establishes that he is licensed to practice law in Colorado.  

2. Mr. Grasz may not appear as counsel in this matter until he has met the condition stated in Ordering Paragraph No. 1.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
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