Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R11-0556-I
Docket No. 11A-303E

R11-0556-IDecision No. R11-0556-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

11A-303EDOCKET NO. 11A-303E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AUTHORIZATION TO DECOMMISSION CHEROKEE UNITS 1 AND 2.
interim order of
administrative law judge

G. Harris Adams
granting Intervention
Mailed Date:  May 23, 2011
I. Statement
1. On April 4, 2011, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application seeking authorization to decommission Cherokee Units 1 and 2.

2. On April 5, 2011, the Commission published a notice of the application, including a requirement that any notices to intervene of right or motions to permissively intervene in this docket must be filed within 30 days of the notice date.
3. On April 7, 2011, Holy Cross Electric Association, Inc. (Holy Cross) filed the Motion to Intervene of Holy Cross 040611.  Holy Cross requests intervention because it purchases a substantial portion of its wholesale electric power and energy from Public Service through a cost based purchased power contract which may be affected by the outcome of this proceeding. 
4. On April 18, 2011, the Motion to Intervene of Chesapeake Energy Corporation; Noble Energy, Inc.; and Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. was filed.  Each company requests interventions as natural gas developers, producers, and suppliers interested in, and affected by, the outcome of this proceeding, including specifically the options, or lack thereof, for full implementation of the Commission’s order from Docket No. 10M-245E. 

5. On May 4, 2011, the Petition to Intervene of Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA) was filed.  IREA requests intervention because it purchases electric power and energy from Public Service through a wholesale power purchase contract, and the outcome of this proceeding could affect IREA and its members. 

6. On May 4, 2011, the Motion to Intervene of the Colorado Energy Consumers was filed by the Colorado Energy Consumers Group (CEC).  Intervention is requested because CEC was a party to Docket No. l0M-245E and has a continuing interest in the impact of this proceeding on the reliability of energy services and the rates imposed by Public Service.

7. On May 5, 2011, the Petition to Intervene Cherokee 11A-303E (01059867) was filed by the Colorado Mining Association (CMA).  CMA requests intervention because the Application could affect Public Service’s rates and charges for electricity. CMA member companies include several industrial consumers that would be negatively affected by the increase in electricity costs. Accordingly, CMA and its membership may be adversely affected by the outcome of this proceeding.

8. On May 5, 2011, the Petition to Intervene of Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, L.P. was filed.  Climax requests intervention because Climax receives electric service from Public Service at its respective facilities and is Public Service's second largest retail electric customer. If approved, the relief requested in the application will increase retail rates substantially and will directly and substantially affect Climax's electricity costs, and possibly the reliability of its service necessary for mining and milling molybdenum.  CF&I Steel, LP, doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel (ERMS) receives electric service from Public Service at its facilities and is Public Service's largest retail electric customer. If approved, the relief requested in the application will increase retail rates substantially and will directly and substantially affect ERMS' electricity costs, and possibly the reliability of its service necessary for producing and fabricating steel products.

9. The Colorado Office of Consumer Council timely intervened of right on May 2, 2011.

10. No response was filed as to any request for intervention.

11. Good cause shown for the unopposed requests, they will be granted.
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Motion to Intervene of Holy Cross (Holy Cross) 040611 filed April 7, 2011, is granted. 

2. The Motion to Intervene of Chesapeake Energy Corporation (Chesapeake); Noble Energy, Inc. (Noble); and Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. (Encana) filed April 18, 2011, is granted. 

3. The Petition to Intervene of Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA) filed May 4, 2011 is granted.   

4. The Motion to Intervene of the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) filed May 4, 2011, is granted.

5. The Petition to Intervene of Cherokee 11A-303E (01059867) filed May 5, 2011, is granted.

6. The Petition to Intervene of Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, L.P. filed May 5, 2011, is granted.  

7. Holy Cross, Chesapeake, Noble, Encana, IREA, CEC, Colorado Mining Association, Climax, and CF&I Steel, L.P. are granted intervenor status in this matter.   

8. This Order is effective immediately.   
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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