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I. statement

1. Applicant, the Regional Transportation District (RTD) filed the subject applications on October 15, 2010, requesting authority to modify the existing at-grade crossings of Carr Street, Teller Street, Independence Street, Harlan Street, Pierce Street, Estes Street, Garrison Street, Perry Street, Oak Street, Lamar Street, and Knox Court; including construction of two light rail tracks for the RTD West Corridor, installation of four-quadrant gate active warning systems with pre-timed exit gates and second train indication; and authority to operate the crossings as “quiet” crossings, National Inventory Nos. 244731F, 244726J, 244735H, 244719Y (incorrectly shown as 244733U in the Application), 244725C, 244732M, 244733U, 244714P, 244738D, 244722G, and 244709T respectively in the City of Lakewood, County of Jefferson, and the City and County of Denver, State of Colorado.  RTD also requests a special application procedure.  

2. In Decision No. C10-1387, the Commission recited the procedural history of these dockets, deemed the applications complete, consolidated the actions for all purposes under the primary docket 10A-736R, and referred the matters to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for determination of the merits on the following issues: (1) the proposed “quiet” operations at the crossings; and (2) proposed exit gate timings
 of the crossing signal as shown in the Applications.  The Commission also recommended that a technical conference be convened to enhance the Commission’s understanding of the signaling equipment and operational systems proposed for the various crossings.

3. The ALJ has consulted with the Commission’s Advisory Staff who, in turn has consulted with counsel for RTD regarding the timing and subject matter of a technical conference.  RTD is available and consents to participate in a technical conference to be convened in the Commission offices on February 1, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. 

4. RTD will be permitted to make a presentation outlining the technical aspects of its multiple applications as they relate to the safe operation of the crossings.  The Commission, through Advisory Staff and/or the ALJ, may question RTD personnel regarding any matters of interest not covered by the presentation.

5. In the interest of allowing RTD to prepare for the conference, it is hereby advised of the Commission’s concerns in the following areas:

Questions pertaining to design and operation of entry and exit gates
a) Describe the method used by RTD to calculate the entry and exit gate timings, provide work papers showing the calculations for each crossing, and walk through some sample calculations step by step;

b) What design vehicle, if any, did RTD use in making its calculations for timing of entry and exit gates;

c) What was the length of any vehicle used by RTD in making its calculations for timing of entry and exit gates;

d) For any crossing at which there is a roadway adjacent or parallel to the crossing, how did RTD factor in the additional distance between the stop bar location and the actual crossing in making its calculations for timing of entry and exit gates;

e) How, if at all, were the grades of roadway approaches factored by RTD in making its calculations for timing of entry and exit gates;

f) How, if at all, were vehicle acceleration times factored by RTD in making its calculations for timing of entry and exit gates;

g) Did RTD vary the minimum track clearance distance it used in its exit gate timing calculations based on the stop bar location, or did RTD use a standard minimum track clearance distance;

Questions pertaining to “quiet operation” of crossings

h) With the equipment that is proposed to be installed by RTD, is it feasible to operate the crossing equipment in such a manner that the warning bells could be operated only during certain times of the day;

i) Is such operation feasible with different equipment;

j) Would such operation of bells be permissible under applicable safety and/or design standards;

k) Did RTD perform a preliminary hazard analysis of the crossings in question for the proposed “quiet” operations?  If so, what did the analysis show.

6. RTD should be prepared to respond to any other inquiries related to technical aspects of its applications triggered by RTD’s presentation or answers to questions from the Commission.

7. Finally, the ALJ finds that the Commission should provide the public the opportunity to comment on the proposals set forth in the applications.  RTD should therefore be prepared to discuss the logistics and timing of a public comment session as well as a date for an evidentiary hearing in this matter.  With regard to the latter, counsel for RTD should have an estimate for how long the hearing will take and be informed of the availability of witnesses between February 15, 2011 and March 4, 2011.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A technical conference regarding the issues described above shall be convened as follows:

DATE:

February 1, 2011

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1560 Broadway, Second Floor


Denver, Colorado

2. In addition to discussing the technical aspects of its applications, the Regional Transportation District shall be prepared at the technical conference to discuss the issues relating to a public comment session and scheduling an evidentiary hearing, as set forth in Paragraph No. 7, above.

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge










�  The ALJ finds that the applications also raise the issue of the propriety of the timing of the entrance gates at the subject crossings.
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