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I. statement

1. On March 23, 2010, Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company (Nucla or Applicant) filed an Application for Approval of Refund Plan Regarding TRS and CUSC Fees and Colorado USF Assessments (Application).  The Application requests approval of a refund plan for Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS) fees, Colorado Universal Service Charge (CUSC) fees, and Colorado Universal Service Fund (USF) assessments that were improperly collected.  

2. On March 29, 2010, the Commission provided notice of the Application to all interested parties.

3. On April 7, 2010, Nucla provided confirmation by affidavit to the Commission that it published newspaper notification of its Application in the San Miguel Basin Forum, a newspaper of general circulation on March 24, 2010.

4. On May 10, 2010, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a Notice of Intervention and Request for Hearing in this matter.  Staff determined that some of the issues it intends to raise include the calculations that led to overcharges for the TRS and Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism fees, and whether Nucla’s billing processes have been adequately addressed.

5. At its May 12, 2010 Weekly Meeting, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The matter was assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

6. By Interim Order No. R10-0573-I this matter was set for a pre-hearing conference on June 22, 2010.  At the scheduled date and time, the ALJ convened the hearing.  Appearances were entered by legal counsel for Applicant and Staff.  

7. After a brief discussion, the parties agreed to a hearing date in this matter of August 19, 2010.  Additionally, it was agreed that the cutoff date for any dispositive motions and the filing of a settlement agreement will be August 11, 2010.  Testimony will be oral testimony at hearing rather than pre-filed written testimony.  Closing statements of position will be given orally at the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing.

8. The parties agreed on the scope of the proceeding and both indicated each will present only one witness at hearing.  Therefore, it is found that an additional pre-hearing conference is not necessary.  Additionally, given that only two witnesses will present testimony, there is no need to set a schedule for the parties to file witness and exhibit lists.  Nonetheless, each party should make available its list of exhibits it intends to offer at hearing to the other party and to the Commission, no later than July 22, 2010.  

9. The provisions of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 will govern discovery in this proceeding.

10. Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1100 will govern the treatment of information and documents claimed to be confidential.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule delineated in Paragraph No. 7 above is adopted.

2. An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

August 19, 2010

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 80202

3. The parties shall be held to the advisements in this Order.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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