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I. statement

1. On December 19, 2008, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) filed an Application for an Order Amending its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to Provide Natural Gas Service in Designated Areas within Pueblo County Colorado (Application).  The Application seeks an order from the Commission amending CNG’s CPCN issued to CNG in Decision No. R01-360, and designating CNG as the exclusive public utility to provide natural gas sales, distribution, and transportation service to customers within the territory referred to as the Colorado City and Rye areas.  In addition, CNG requested a CPCN authorizing CNG to construct, own, and operate a natural gas transmission and distribution system in certain parts of Pueblo County, Colorado as described in more detail in its Application.  

2. The Commission issued notice of the Application on December 22, 2008.  Therefore, petitions to intervene in this matter were due no later than January 21, 2008.  

3. On January 9, 2009, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed a Petition to Intervene in this docket.  Public Service represented that it is both a neighboring gas utility of CNG, providing gas sales and transportation service in the geographical areas adjacent to where CNG seeks a CPCN, and is an upstream gas transportation service provider of CNG.  As such, Public Service delivers a significant portion of CNG’s system supply to CNG’s city gate for use in CNG’s gas distribution operations.  CNG is a customer of Public Service in that Public Service provides gas transportation services to CNG pursuant to its Colorado PUC gas tariff.

4. Public Service stated that it does not have a CPCN to provide natural gas in the area at issue in the Application; however, Public Service has been providing natural gas service in the vicinity of Pueblo, Colorado and the surrounding areas since the 1920s.  Additionally, Public Service is currently in negotiations to serve a specific customer within the same uncertificated geographic area where CNG seeks a CPCN.  As an upstream natural gas service provider of CNG, Public Service represented that it will be directly affected by the outcome of this docket.  

5. On January 26, 2009, Public Service filed an amendment to its Petition to Intervene in order to clarify that it sought a hearing in this matter.  Public Service stated that it seeks a hearing in this matter because it is in the final negotiation stages to provide natural gas service to a specific customer within the same geographic area where CNG seeks a CPCN, and therefore, Public Service intends to file its own CPCN application that will overlap the area that CNG seeks to certificate.  

6. By Interim Order No. R09-0219-I, Public Service’s Petition to Intervene was granted.

7. Additionally, Decision No. R09-0219-I set a pre-hearing conference in this matter for Thursday March 26, 2009.  At the appointed date and time, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge called the docket to order.

8. Appearances were entered by CNG and Public Service.  After a brief discussion by the parties, a procedural schedule was agreed to as follows: 

Direct Testimony




April 30, 2009

Answer Testimony




May 22, 2009

Rebuttal Testimony




May 29, 2009

Discovery cut-off




May 29, 2009

Deadline for pre-hearing motions


May 29, 2009

Stipulations and/or Settlement Agreements

June 1, 2009

Hearing





June 5, 2009

9. The proposed procedural schedule is reasonable and will be adopted.

10. Any discovery disputes should be filed with the undersigned Administrative Law Judge as soon as possible for disposition.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule in this matter is adopted as set out in Paragraph No. 7 above. 

2. A hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:


DATE:

April 5, 2009


TIME:

9:00 a.m.


PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room




1560 Broadway, Suite 250




Denver, Colorado

3. This Order is effective immediately.

	(S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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