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order deeming application complete, setting matter for hearing en banc, shortening response time to interventions and setting prehearing conference 
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Adopted Date:  October 17, 2007
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On September 7, 2007, Public Service Company of Colorado (Company or Public Service), filed an application authorizing it to implement a Transmission Cost Adjustment rider (TCA) to recover on-going costs, other than operating and maintenance costs, associated with incremental transmission investment it has made since its last Phase 1 electric rate case.    

2. According to Public Service, this filing is the result of legislation passed by the Colorado Legislature in the 2007 session (Senate Bill 07-100) and subsequently signed by Governor Bill Ritter.  Under the newly enacted law, codified as § 40-5-101(4) C.R.S., public utilities are authorized to make annual filings to recover costs incurred in planning, developing, and completing the construction or expansion of transmission facilities.  These rate adjustments shall be effective on January 1 of each year.

3. The Commission gave notice of this application on September 10, 2007 to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.
4. The following parties filed timely notices or requests for intervention:  Aquila Networks – WPC, Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, Interwest Energy Alliance, Ms. Nancy LaPlaca, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and Staff of the Commission.  A late-filed request for intervention was submitted by the Colorado Energy Consumers group.  
5. We deem the application complete as of its auto-deem date of October 25, 2007.  We will also hear this case en banc.
6. Due to the short statutory period of time available to render a final Commission Decision on this application, we find that the response time to the interventions shall be shortened to October 19, 2007.  We will address the interventions at the prehearing conference discussed below.
7. A prehearing conference is set as follows:

DATE: 
October 24, 2007

TIME:
3:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

8. In order to facilitate an efficient use of time and to complete this case to allow a TCA rider take effect on January 1, 2008, we set forth the following procedural schedule to be discussed at the prehearing conference: 

Staff and Intervener’s Answer testimony and exhibits
November 12, 2007

Rebuttal testimony and exhibits
November 26, 2007

Hearings
December 3-5, 2007

Statements of Position (all parties)
December 10, 2007

9. Given the short time frame in which we must render our Decision, we strongly advise the parties not to stray too far from the above procedural schedule.  Additional procedural matters will be determined at the prehearing conference such as, response time to discovery, whether daily transcripts will be needed, and any other matters of concern to the parties.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is deemed complete as of its auto-deem date of October 25, 2007.

2. The Commission will hear this case en banc.
3. Response time to the requests for interventions is shortened to October 19, 2007.
4. A prehearing conference for the application will be held on :

DATES: 
October 24, 2007

TIME:
3:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
October 17, 2007. 
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