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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 3205(c) and Rule 3206(c) of the Commission’s Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, require each Colorado electric utility to file a schedule of its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years, no later than April 30 of each year.  Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo or Company) submitted its Rule 3206 filing on April 30, 2007.
2. On August 22, 2007, PSCo submitted a supplemental Rule 3206 filing to report a new proposed 230kV line and a new substation.  A decision to construct these new facilities was not reached until after the initial Rule 3206 Report was filed.

3. Pursuant to Decision No. C07-0789, mailed on September 21, 2007, the Commission provided a notice of filing of this new proposed 230kV line.
4. Rule 3205(f)(l) and Rule 3206(h)(l) require the Commission to issue its decision on whether a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN), or a formal determination regarding the necessity of a CPCN, within 60 days of April 30 of the calendar year in which the data are filed.  Consistent with these rules, a CPCN determination is required for this new project within 60 days of the August 22, 2007 filing.
5. Rules 3205(d) and 3206(f) provide that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments concerning the identified projects within 15 days of the filing of the data.
6. The Commission issued notice of the data filing on September 21, 2007, and a 15-day period for comments ended October 9, 2007.  No comments were received.
7. According to PSCo, the purpose of its filing is that the operator of a gathering natural gas and processing facility is requesting PSCo to provide transmission service in a rural area of western Colorado for a new load near the town of Parachute.  The customer will install additional facilities at an existing gas plant that will add 18MW of new load to PSCo’s system.  To serve this new load, PSCo proposes to construct a Parachute-Starkey Gulch 4.5 mile 230kV transmission line and a 230-4.16kV Starkey Gulch Substation.  The proposed line is the first section of what may become a load serving 230kV loop system to be built as future loads develop.  The line would continue towards other areas and loop around to other substations and eventually terminate at the Rifle PS Substation.  The customer is requesting an in-service date of March 1, 2008.

8. The area the proposed 230kV transmission line traverses is zoned “Open Space” and “Resource Land” where mobile homes/residences are not allowed as a permanent residence.  The line will be built for 230kV operation with a 2-954 kcmil acsr bundle.  PSCo represents that this two conductor bundle construction results in corona noise below 50 dB(A) at the edge of the right-of-way, improves the short circuit capacity at the load areas, and provides a high capacity 230kV line to accommodate future load growth.

9. Due to the load serving nature of this 230kV transmission line, this line is considered to be in the normal course of business and therefore does not require a CPCN from the Commission.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the Parachute-Starkey Gulch 4.5 mile 230kV transmission line and a 230-4.16kV Starkey Gulch Substation.
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 17, 2007.
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