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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On October 27, 2006, Dingo Travel, LLC filed an application for emergency temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service between all points in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.  This application is restricted to providing transportation service that originates or terminates on the portion of Mountain Avenue located between College Avenue and Mathews Street in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
2. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."  Section 40-6-120(4), C.R.S., further states: "If the Commission is of the opinion that an emergency exists, it may issue temporary authority or approval at once by making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval shall expire no later than thirty days after it was issued."

3. Dingo Travel, LLC must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an emergency need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Dingo Travel, LLC fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.
4. Jordan Coombs, a manager of Dingo Travel, submitted a letter in support of this application.  In this letter Mr. Coombs states “We are interested in starting a new shuttle service in downtown Fort Collins.  The name of the service would be Dingo Travel and the aim would be to safely transport patrons into and away from downtown Fort Collins.  Initially, we will be running a single Ford Econoline with a 15-passenger limit.  The service would begin at 11:00pm and pick up every hour until 3:00am.  The service would run on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  The operation will be expanded based on demand and plans are in place to expand the service to a four-bus system picking up every 15 minutes on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and potentially on a more limited basis during the remainder of the week.”
5. Eight letters were also submitted in support of this application.  The individuals who submitted these letters identify themselves as managers, owners, or employees of bars and/or restaurants located in downtown Fort Collins.  The authors of three of these letters make the following statements:  (a) Jamie Zann, general manager of the Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant – “I am writing to express my concerns about the options for transportation in the Old Town area.  I have heard complaints from customers and other restaurant managers about the lack of service and long waits for cabs during peak times.  I think an alternative to the existing cab company would encourage our guests to use safe transportation rather than drink and drive.”  (b) Rick Thomas, owner The Vault – “I would like to see Dingo Travel begin their business in Fort Collins.  As a tavern owner I believe that we need more options for people to get home safely.  I know on many occasions my patrons cannot get a taxi in a timely manner because of high taxi demands at certain hours of the night.”  and (c)  Megan Aaron, manager Stonehouse Grill – “I think Dingo Travel Shuttle Service is very important to the patrons of Ft. Collins due to the under service of the downtown area.  It is extremely difficult to get a cab downtown and once a cab is contacted it is on average an hour wait time.  The wait time proves to be a problem when downtown closes and patrons are asked to leave but have no means in which to do so.”
6. Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express (Shamrock Airport Express), filed an application on October 24, 2006 for emergency temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 49759.  The authority requested by Shamrock Airport Express in Docket No. 06A-578CP-ETA is very similar to the authority requested in Dingo Travel’s emergency temporary authority application.  In its application, Shamrock Airport Express requested to extend CPCN PUC No. 49759 to include the transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service between all points within a fifteen-mile radius of the intersection of Mountain Avenue and College Avenue, in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
7. The Commission granted Shamrock Airport Express’ emergency temporary authority application on October 25, 2006 in Decision No. C06-1286.
8. The Commission, in Decision No. C06-1286, found that Shamrock Airport Express had shown that an emergency need for the requested transportation services existed, and that no other carrier was capable of providing the service.  

9. The Commission finds that Dingo Travel has also shown an emergency need for the requested transportation service, and that no other carrier has been shown to be capable of providing the service.

10. Dingo Travel, LLC has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

11. This application for emergency temporary authority is in the public interest.

12. Dingo Travel, LLC is advised that the grant of an emergency temporary authority creates no presumption that either a temporary or permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Dingo Travel, LLC is granted emergency temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 30 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. Dingo Travel, LLC shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.
3. Dingo Travel, LLC shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) caused proof of insurance or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (b) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (c) filed a tariff in compliance with applicable Commission rules; and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
November 1, 2006.
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November 1, 2006
Transportation of passengers and their baggage, for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service, between all points in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
This Temporary Authority is restricted as follows:

This application is restricted to providing transportation service that originates or terminates on the portion of Mountain Avenue located between College Avenue and Mathews Street in the City of Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
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