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I. statement  
1. On August 26, 2005, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) requested that the Commission mediate Qwest's interconnection agreement (ICA) with Ruby Ranch Internet Cooperative Association (Ruby Ranch).  Qwest made this request pursuant to Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-45-3.1  

2. By Decision No. C05-1057 the Commission granted that request and referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for mediation.  The Order commenced this docket.  The undersigned ALJ is assigned to mediate this matter.  

3. By Decision No. R05-1068-I, the ALJ established a date for a conference for this proceeding and identified the issues or matters to be discussed.  

4. On September 12, 2005, by letter sent to the Commission and to Qwest, Ruby Ranch requested:  (a) that the date for the conference be changed to either September 21 or September 23 due to the unavailability of the individual who will be participating in the conference on behalf of Ruby Ranch; and (b) that the conference be held in Summit County, Colorado (a specific town or city was not named) because that is the county in which Ruby Ranch does business and because of the inconvenience posed by traveling for this conference.  

5. The ALJ contacted Qwest to obtain its response to the Ruby Ranch requests.  Qwest is amenable to scheduling the conference for September 21, 2005 and to having the conference held by telephone.  

6. Ruby Ranch states good cause for its requests, and no party will be prejudiced by granting the requests.  The requests will be granted.  The conference will be held on September 21, 2005 and will be conducted by telephone as a conference call.  Qwest has provided a call-in number for the conference call:  each party will call 1.877.521.8688 and use pass code 261.1686.  

7. The parties are reminded that this is a scheduling conference which is to address the specific matters identified in Decision No. R05-1068-I at ¶ 6
 and in this Order. It is not a mediation session.  As a result, holding the conference by telephone will suffice to meet Ruby Ranch's requests without the necessity of traveling to Summit County for the conference.  

8. The parties are reminded that each party must be represented by an individual authorized to make binding decisions with respect to the issues identified in Decision No. R05-1068-I and this Order.  If Ruby Ranch is to be represented at the conference by a volunteer (as is stated in the September 12, 2005 letter), the volunteer must obtain written authority to act on behalf of Ruby Ranch; and this authority must be obtained, and filed with the Commission and provided to Qwest, in advance of the September 21, 2005 conference.
  This is a necessary precaution to assure that only authorized persons make representations or agreements on behalf of Ruby Ranch, particularly since the representations and agreements will be binding and will be relied upon by Qwest and possibly the Commission.  

9. Participation in the mediation is voluntary.  Rule 4 CCR 723-45-4.2 (quoted in relevant part in Decision No. R05-1068-I at ¶ 4).  Thus, an issue to be discussed at the conference, in addition to the issues identified in ¶ 6 of Decision No. R05-1068-I, is whether each party is willing voluntarily to participate in this mediation.  

10. An additional issue, raised by Ruby Ranch's September 12, 2005 letter, is the location (Denver or Summit County) in which the mediation will take place.  If the mediation will take place in Summit County, a city or town needs to be selected.  

11. The ALJ asks that each party come to the conference prepared to discuss each issue identified.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The requests made by Ruby Ranch Internet Cooperative Association in its letter dated September 12, 2005 are granted.  

2. The conference scheduled for September 19, 2005 is vacated.  

A telephonic conference in this docket is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:

September 21, 2005  

TIME:

3:00 p.m.  

PLACE:
Office of ALJ Jennings-Fader 
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2 
 

Denver, Colorado  

3. The parties should come to the conference prepared to discuss the issues identified in this Order and in Decision No. R05-1068-I.  

4. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  For the convenience of the parties, ¶ 6 of Decision No. R05-1068-I is reprinted here:  





The following matters will be discussed at the conference:  (a) the issues, or provisions of the ICA, which each party believes are to be mediated; (b) the issue of the applicable arbitration window (see 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(1)); (c) the process by which each party will make its position on each issue to be mediated known to the ALJ and to the other party; (d) the number of mediation sessions which each party believes may be necessary; (e) the dates for mediation sessions; and (f) the name of each person who will participate in the mediation on behalf of each party.  In addition, a party may raise any additional issue.  


�  This requirement applies any time a volunteer acts on behalf of Ruby Ranch, including letters sent or statements made in this proceeding in the future.  For the purpose of the requests made in the September 12, 2005 letter, however, the ALJ will consider Mr. Oppedahl to be a person authorized by Ruby Ranch to make the requests.  
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