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I. STATEMENT

1. This docket concerns the Application to Discontinue or Curtail Jurisdictional Telecommunications Services by Premier Communications of Colorado, Inc. (Premier).  In the Application, Premier seeks Commission permission to discontinue providing telecommunications services, in particular local exchange service.

2. On April 5, 2005, in accordance with Decision No. R05-0354-I, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) conducted a prehearing conference in this case.  All the parties (i.e., Premier, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Qwest Corporation, and Commission Staff) appeared at the prehearing conference.

3. The ALJ issued a number of rulings at the prehearing conference; this Order memorializes those rulings.

4. Mr. Stern appeared at the prehearing conference on behalf of Premier.  Since Premier is a corporation, Decision No. R05-0354-I directed Mr. Stern, a non-attorney, to clarify his authority to represent Premier in this case.  Mr. Stern, at the prehearing conference, stated that he is the Acting President of Premier, and, in fact, the sole owner.  Given those representations, the ALJ finds that Premier is a closely-held corporation and Mr. Stern is authorized to represent the corporation.  The ALJ specifically concludes that Mr. Stern may represent Premier in this proceeding pursuant to Rule 21(b)(2), Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure.

5. The parties informed the ALJ that they are near agreement on a transition plan (for discontinuance of service by Premier) that would result in settlement of Premier’s Application, and would obviate the necessity of a hearing in this case.  The parties committed to filing either a written settlement agreement, including a transition plan, or a status report on or before April 15, 2005.  This Order directs the parties to make that filing on or before April 15, 2005.  

6. Since the parties have not yet agreed to all the details of a settlement, the ALJ established a hearing date of May 5, 2005 in the event no settlement is forthcoming.  This Order formally sets the hearing on that date if a hearing becomes necessary.

7. The parties also requested that Premier be directed not to send the customer notice of its Application as required in Rule 7.4, Rules to Discontinue Service.
  This is the same request previously made by the Office of Consumer Counsel in its Motion for a Commission Order Waiving Presubscription Rules (filed on March 22, 2005).  The ALJ denied that motion in Decision No. R05-0353-I.  After discussion at the prehearing conference in which the ALJ expressed reservations about waiving all notice contemplated in Rule 7.4, the parties eventually abandoned their request for waiver of Rule 7.4 notice and agreed that customer notice should be modified from that required in the rule (Form A to Rules to Discontinue Service).  In accordance with that discussion, the parties are directed to submit for approval a proposed notice to be sent to customers.  That proposed notice shall be filed on or before April 8, 2005.  After approval by the ALJ, that notice will be included in Premier’s bills to customers, those bills (and notice) to be sent by Premier on or before April 15, 2005.
  To the extent necessary to effectuate these directives, Rule 7.4 is waived.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Mr. Todd Stern is authorized to represent Premier Communications of Colorado, Inc. in this matter.

2. The parties shall file a written settlement agreement resolving this case, including a transition plan, or a status report regarding potential settlement on or before April 15, 2005.

3. Consistent with the above discussion, the parties shall submit, on or before April 8, 2005, a proposed notice of the Application to be sent to customers in accordance with Rule 7.4 of the Rules to Discontinue Service.  After approval by the Administrative Law Judge, Premier Communications of Colorado, Inc. shall include that notice in its bills to customers, those bills are to be sent on or before April 15, 2005.  Rule 7.4 is waived to the extent necessary to effectuate these directives.

To the extent necessary, hearing shall be conducted in this matter at the following time and place:

DATE:

May 5, 2005

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1580 Logan Street, OL 2


Denver, Colorado

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ANTHONY M. MARQUEZ
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge


G:\ORDER\107AT.doc:srs









�  4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.


�  4 CCR 723-25.


�  At the prehearing conference, the ALJ preliminarily approved notice allowing only seven calendar days for interested members of the public to intervene in this case.
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